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Last Sunday, the lectionary placed us outside Jericho, where Jesus 
would encounter and heal a blind man.1 He was a person who had 
only heard about Jesus but who believed the word that he had 
heard. The blind man was the good soil, if you will, of the parable 
of the sower.2 He wanted to see again. Jesus does not touch him—
no spitting this time as earlier in Mark.3 Jesus said to him only 
these words, “Go. Your faith has saved you.”4 But the evangelist 
tells us, “Immediately he regained his sight.”5 But the good soil 
does not turn back to Jericho. He joins the disciples who are 
journeying with Jesus to Jerusalem. Today the lectionary leaps 
forward from the gate of Jericho to almost the end of the Tuesday 
before the crucifixion.  
 
On the late Sunday afternoon when Jesus entered Jerusalem, he 
went to the temple and did not do or say anything—with respect, 
he cased the joint. He and his disciples then leave the city to spend 
the night in Bethany. 
 
The next day, he returned to the temple and began the day by 
upsetting the tables of the bankers and merchants—and upsetting 

                         
1 Mark 10:46–52. 
2 Mark 4:2–9. 
3 Mark 8:22–26. 
4 Mark 10:52a. Translation: John R. Donahue and Daniel J. Harrington, The Gospel of 
Mark, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2002), 317. 
5 Mark 10:52b, Ibid. 
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the chief priests and the scribes. They did not like his teaching that 
began with these words, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all the nations’?”6 The rest of Monday 
he taught. Meanwhile, the chief priests and scribes who heard him 
spent their day seeking “a way to destroy him.”7 And as on Sunday 
evening, he left the city for the night.  
 
Tuesday he returned, and in Mark it is the day of interrogation. 
The chief priests, the scribes, and the elders go after him. I’m sorry 
the lectionary doesn’t let us hear this context. In its own way, 
today’s lesson is something of a parallel to the healing of the blind 
man outside Jericho. In the temple, a scribe who was not deaf, as is 
it were, to what Jesus was saying asked with an open mind, “Which 
commandment is first of all?”8 The scribe hears Jesus proclaim to 
him that he is not far from the dominion of God.”9 
 
Luke and Matthew both take Mark’s narrative and make the scribe 
into a lawyer. In Luke, Jesus is not in the temple when the lawyer 
encounters Jesus. Luke’s lawyer responds to Jesus’ answer about 
loving God and one’s neighbor with the question, “And who is my 
neighbor?”10 Jesus replies with the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
 
It is also Tuesday before the crucifixion in Matthew. His lawyer 
approaches Jesus with this question “to test him,”11—no words 
that he has heard Jesus teach with an open mind, an open heart, or 

                         
6 Mark 11:17. 
7 Mark 11:18. 
8 Mark 12:28. Translation: John R. Donahue and Daniel J. Harrington, The Gospel of 
Mark, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2002), 354. 
9 Mark 12:34. 
10 Luke 10:29. 
11 Matthew 22:35. 
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an open soul. And there is no acknowledgement from him of the 
truth of Jesus’ answer; I think we can say that man was not ready 
to approach the dominion of God. 
 
Anti-Judaism is strong in Matthew. And as we know from the 
synagogue shootings last Saturday in Pittsburgh, this evil is still 
abroad today, in the words of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, “in 
living memory of the Holocaust.”12 
 
In Mark we have a gentle assertion that the great commandments 
of the law are more important than the right coins and the right 
pigeons for sacrifices. Another door, another way, is opening for 
humankind. The power and dominion of God has arrived in the 
person of his Son. God is reaching out through Jesus to take back 
the world from sin and death.13  
 
In Mark there are no more questions for Jesus. But he has more to 
say that Tuesday before he leaves the temple for the last time—
and that’s our gospel lesson for next Sunday. 
 
In their commentary on Mark on today’s appointed gospel 
passage, Professors John Donahue and the late Daniel Harrington 
note that,  “In the N[ew] T[estament] there are surprisingly few 
references to our love for God”14—only five of them. 
 

                         
12 http://rabbisacks.org/people-dwells-alone-balak-5778/, (accessed 4 November 
2018). 
13 Joel Marcus, Mark 8–16, Anchor Bible 27A (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2009), 845. 
14 Donahue and Harrington, 355. 
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When I first started attending the Episcopal Church in college, 
over 40 years ago now, the service was usually from the 1928 
Prayer Book. I still have the very small Prayer Book I bought back 
then. It has some notes in it about when to stand and when to 
kneel. Theologically, my heart and my mind have moved to the 
broader perspective of the Eucharistic Prayers we use here; but we 
have lost important things. 
 
The old book required that at least once a month the service of 
Holy Communion would include the Decalogue—the Ten 
Commandments, right after the Collect for Purity.15 On the other 
Sundays and on weekdays one usually heard the summary of the 
law in place of all ten commandments: 
 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with  
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.16 
 
Now we at least get to hear these words every year as a Sunday 
gospel from Mark, Matthew, and Luke. I know that when I went 
to be rector in Michigan City these words were something 
everyone who had grown up in the church knew by heart because 
it was a traditional-language parish then. I’m not so sure that we 
shouldn’t use the summary to introduce the confession of sin—
maybe during Lent? We’ll see. 
 

                         
15 The Book of Common Prayer (1928), 67. 
16 Ibid., 69. 
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Outside Jericho the man who had become blind was in 
relationship with Jesus because he had heard about him. In the 
temple, the scribe who realized that Jesus “answered well” entered 
into a new relationship with God because he heard and saw Jesus 
speaking truth. Today’s gospel lesson reminds me that you and I, 
who have heard God’s word read today, are in relationship with 
God and each other—and to borrow the insight from Luke, and 
with all of our neighbors. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the  
    Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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