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The Virgin Mary is mentioned in the New Testament only by the 
four evangelists, Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John—note that John 
refers to her, not by name, but only as the mother of Jesus.1 This 
mother is there as Jesus’ ministry begins in Cana and later outside 
the walls of Jerusalem when he dies on a cross.2 For the record, in 
John, Joseph does get a mention by name.3 In addition to Mary’s 
role in Luke’s gospel, she is mentioned once at the beginning of 
Luke’s second book, the Acts of the Apostles.4 
 
If we take the evangelists in order of writing, we begin with Mark. 
In his gospel Mary’s first mention is not by name. We learn that 
Jesus’ relatives hear about his words and deeds, and that these are 
bringing crowds to him. His mother and his brothers and sisters 
have heard news about him healing and teaching. 
 
The evangelist writes, “And [Jesus] went into a house. And a 
crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat their food. 
And his relatives, hearing about it, went out to seize him; for they 
said, ‘He has gone out of his mind.’ ”5 The family members end up 
outside of the house where Jesus and his disciples have retreated. 

                         
1 John 2:1, 3. 
2 John 2:1–12; 19:25–27. 
3 John 1:45. 
4 Acts 1:14. 
5 Translation: Joel Marcus, Mark 1–8, Anchor Bible 27 (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2000), 269. 
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Those in the house inform Jesus that his mother and his brothers 
and sisters are outside calling for him.6 To this news Jesus asks 
those who are with him inside, “Who are my mother and my 
siblings?”7 He answers his own question. Mark writes, “And 
looking around at the group seated in a circle around him he said, 
“Look—my mother and my siblings! For whoever does the will of 
God, that one is my brother and sister and mother.”8 
 
Joseph gets no mention at all in Mark, but Mary is mentioned on 
one other occasion, when Jesus is teaching in the synagogue in 
Nazareth.9 Though recognizing the power of his words and of his 
mighty works—the Greek word here is the word from which we 
take the English word “dynamite,” thus, power, not miracle”—his 
presence is not welcomed. The attack is a personal one: “ ‘Isn’t 
this’ ”—meaning Jesus—“the carpenter, the son of Mary and the 
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And aren’t his 
sisters here with us?’ And they were scandalized”—offended—“by 
him.”10 
 
In Mark we hear good news of a Jesus whose story did not include 
a star and wise men as in Matthew or angels and shepherds as in 
Luke. That said, Matthew follows Mark in his telling of this visit to 
Nazareth.11 

                         
6 Mark 3:31. Jesus’ response to this question suggests to me that ἀδελφοὶ should be 
translated here as “brothers and sisters.” To review the debate on this see Marcus, 
276–77, and Bruce M. Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 
Corrected Ed. (New York: United Bible Societies, 1975), 82. 
7 Mark 3:33. My translation. 
8 Mark 3:34–35. My translation following Marcus, 270. 
9 Mark 3:31–35. 
10 Mark 6:3. Translation Marcus, 373–74. 
11 Matthew 13:53–58. 
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In Luke, the story of Jesus in Nazareth’s synagogue is different, 
but in his hometown they people still ask, “Is not this Joseph’s 
son?”12 In John, in the middle of the discourse on the Bread of 
Life, when Jesus says he is the bread that has come down from 
heaven, the people hearing him ask, “Is not this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know?”13 
 
One of the most interesting comments on Mary’s role in the 
unfolding of salvation history comes from Duke University 

Professor Kavin Rowe’s remarks on the Greek word κύριος—
kyrie, Lord. When Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth, Elizabeth’s 
words, “the mother of my Lord,”14 may be the first prayer, first 
invocation, addressed to Mary.15 
 
I think we can say there was a Mary, a Joseph, and a Jesus Christ. 
By Mary, God planned for us to know of eternal life through her 
Son, who was also the Son of God. It was God’s plan—and Mary 
really did not have a choice about being the mother of their son—
it’s a story worth reading again.16 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Copyright © 2018 The Society of the Free Church of St. Mary the Virgin, New York, New York. 
All rights reserved. 

                         
12 Luke 4:22b. 
13 John 6:42a. 
14 Luke 1:43. 
15 C. Kavin Rowe, “Luke and the Trinity: An Essay in Ecclesial Biblical Theology,” 
Scottish Journal of Theology 56 (2003), 1–26. See also, Paul F. Bradshaw and Maxwell E. 
Johnson, The Origins of Feasts, Fasts and Seasons in Early Christianity (Collegeville: 
Liturgical Press, 2011), 198. 
16 Luke 1:26–38. 


