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A month ago, we began reading the Book of Genesis 
as the first reading at Daily Evening Prayer. It says 
something about its richness and complexity that no 
new, detailed scholarly commentary has been 
published on Genesis for many years. 
 
Genesis begins with two very different stories of 
creation. And the first thing we know about the 
human and the woman in the second of these stories 
is that as they leave the garden, they get names—
Adam and Eve—and their first son murders his 
brother.1 God will start again with Noah, and the 
journey of humankind will continue with a God who 
reveals himself over time in the lives of human beings. 
 
One of the most important things we learn while 
hearing these stories is that the Hebrew people 
worshiped a God beyond creation. Other people 

                            
1 Genesis 3:20. 
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worshiped the sun, the stars, and the forces of nature 
as gods. They worshiped powerful people. God 
revealed himself to Abraham as, again, the Creator 
God who is “beyond nature.” Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks puts it this way, “There is only one thing in the 
universe on which [God] has set [God’s] image: the 
human person, every person, powerful and powerless 
alike.”2 
 
I did not know David Doscher, but as rector of this 
parish, with its great organ and acoustics, I have 
discovered the profound beauty of the men and 
women who were able to use the gifts God gave them 
to move us to appreciate the great gift of life—and to 
believe and hope in the life of the world to come. Our 
presence this morning is a way all of us show true 
thanks to our God for the life of David and the lives 
of all people whom God has made for God’s 
purposes—for all people to know God and to know 
life in this world and in the world to come. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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