
SEEKING BACK ISSUES OF AVE PARISH MAGAZINE 
 
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin, New York, was founded in 1868 in what was then called 
Longacre Square but is now known as Times Square. An important center of Ritualist and Anglo-
Catholic activity, it earned the fond nickname “Smoky Mary’s” because of the prominence of 
incense in its worship. 
 
Beginning in 1932, St. Mary’s published a monthly bulletin called Ave—from Ave Maria, gratia plena, 
the angel Gabriel’s salutation to St. Mary the Virgin in Luke’s gospel—with an outline of services 
and other activities, notices from the clergy, essays or sermons about current events, poetry, 
devotional material, and other parochalia. In 2017, Richard Mammana, Wayne Kempton (archivist 
and historiographer of the Diocese of New York), and Mary Robison (parish archivist) began a 
project to locate one copy of all known issues of Ave between 1932 and 2003. Mr. Kempton has 
painstakingly scanned more than 45 years of back issues, and the file directory structure has been 
compiled by Mr. Mammana for posting online at http://anglicanhistory.org/usa/smv_nyc/ave/. 
The Reverend Stephen Gerth, rector of St. Mary’s since 1999, has supported the project 
enthusiastically from its outset, but there are gaps in the parish’s holdings of back issues. Scanning 
and posting will resume in the spring or early summer of 2019. 
 
St. Mary’s seeks copies of any of the following issues of Ave, which may be sent in care of Fr. Gerth 
to the following address: Church of St. Mary the Virgin; 145 West 46th St.; New York, NY, 10036-
8502. The issues will not be damaged in the process of digitization, and they can be returned to 
original owners if desired. Questions may be directed to Mr. Kempton (wkempton@dioceseny.org), 
Mr. Mammana (richard.mammana@gmail.com) or Ms. Robison (m.robison3@gmail.com). 
 
1981   seeking all issues but January 
1983   seeking April/May 
1984   seeking all but November/December 
1985   seeking all issues 
1986   seeking September/October, November/December 
1987-1989  seeking all issues 
1990   seeking all but September/October 
1991-1994  seeking all issues 
1995   seeking May/June 
1996   seeking all issues 
1997   seeking May/June, November/December 
1998   seeking January-June, November/December 
1999   seeking November/December 
2000   seeking all issues 
2001   seeking January/February, September/October 
2002   seeking March/April 
2003   seeking July/August, November/December 
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