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Year C: Exodus 34:29–35; Psalm 99; 1 Corinthians 12:27–13:13; Luke 9:28–36 

 
In Luke, Jesus often describes unfaithfulness to God 
by speaking about how money and possessions shape 
a person’s relationship to others, and thus to God. 
Think of the rich man who lived so well and the poor 
man Lazarus who survived on the scraps of food that 
fell from that rich man’s table;1 think of Jesus’ 
mother’s words, “[God] has filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.”2 
But in Luke, the faithfulness that matters is how one 
believes and lives out the good news that the kingdom, 
the dominion, of God is within us3 and that God has 
called us to live out life in this dominion within in the 
community of faith.4  
 
Luke is not writing for Peter, John, James, and the 
others who knew and walked with Jesus. He’s writing 
for the believers of his time—probably the 80s of the 

                            
1 Luke 16:19–31. 
2 Luke 1:53. The Book of Common Prayer (1979), 119. 
3 Luke 17:21. 
4 My translation. See: François Bovon, Luke 2: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 9:51–
19:27, trans. Donald S. Deer, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2013), 515–17. 
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first century—and to help people like us come to faith 
and to live out our lives as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
In conversation the other day, Father Jay Smith 
reminded me that there’s no story of Jesus’ ascension 
in John’s gospel. For the record, there’s also no story 
of Jesus’ transfiguration. New Testament scholar 
François Bovon thought Matthew and Luke worked 
from the text of Mark—and both changed Mark’s 
narrative to make it their own.5 
 
In Mark, Jesus was “transfigured”—transformed—and 
his outer clothes shined and were very white.6 In 
Matthew, Jesus himself was “transfigured” before his 
three disciples and [quote] “[Jesus’] face shone like the 
sun, and his clothing became white as light.”7  
 
Luke doesn’t use the Greek verb word μεταμορφόω—
metamorphose, to transfigure. He says more simply, 
“the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes 
became dazzling white.”8 He also makes his disciples 

                            
5 François Bovon, Luke 2: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 9:51–19:27, trans. 
Donald S. Deer, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2013), 370–71. 
6 Mark 9:2–3. 
7 Translation: Ulrich Luz, Matthew 8–20: A Commentary, trans. James E. Crouch, 
Hermeneia (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2001), 393. 
8 Luz, 369. 
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sleepy, as they will be in the garden while Jesus prays, 
before Judas led the chief priests, the officers of the 
temple, and the elders to the garden where they 
arrested Jesus.9 
 
There are two parts to today’s appointed gospel 
lesson. The first part is about seeing: the changes in 
Jesus and his clothing and seeing Jesus speaking with 
Moses, and Elijah.10 The second part is about Peter, 
John, and James hearing these words from the cloud: 
“This is my Son, the Chosen One; listen to him!”11 
When this encounter has ended, Peter, John, and 
James still do not know that the dominion of God is 
already within them. 
 
I think the story of the transfiguration—we might as 
well call it that even though Luke himself doesn’t use 
that word—helps Luke to explain that everything the 
disciples have heard and seen is not enough to 
conquer their sin and their fears. Only Jesus taking up 
the cross and rising from the dead will transfigure their 
lives, if you will, for God’s purposes. Along the way in 
Luke, as in the other gospels as well, of course there 

                            
9 Luke 22:45–46, 52. 
10 Luke 9:29–31. 
11 Luke 9:35. Luz, 369. 
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are men and women who are able to receive Jesus as 
he is. 
 
In 2016, a very perceptive Dutch art dealer, Jan Six, 
whose ancestor, also Jan Six, was painted by 
Rembrandt, seems to have found what turned out to 
be a portrait by Rembrandt that was not known to be 
by the artist.12 Pretty unbelievable—but it looks as if 
the painting, overlooked in a country house for 400 
years, is the real thing. Six was able to see what many 
others had not. 
 
In addition to the references in today’s gospel to 
Moses and Elijah, I think that behind this passage 
stands the call of the prophet Isaiah, which begins, “In 
the year that King Uzziah died.”13 Isaiah hears the 
voice of God and cries, “I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts!”14 God’s response: “Then flew one of 

                            
12 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/arts/design/rembrandt-painting-
discovered.html?module=WatchingPortal&region=c-column-middle-span-
region&pgType=Homepage&action=click&mediaId=thumb_square&state=standard
&contentPlacement=13&version=internal&contentCollection, (accessed 3 March 
2019). 
13 Isaiah 6:1–9. 
14 Isaiah 6:5. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/arts/design/rembrandt-painting-discovered.html?module=WatchingPortal&region=c-column-middle-span-region&pgType=Homepage&action=click&mediaId=thumb_square&state=standard&contentPlacement=13&version=internal&contentCollection
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/arts/design/rembrandt-painting-discovered.html?module=WatchingPortal&region=c-column-middle-span-region&pgType=Homepage&action=click&mediaId=thumb_square&state=standard&contentPlacement=13&version=internal&contentCollection
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/arts/design/rembrandt-painting-discovered.html?module=WatchingPortal&region=c-column-middle-span-region&pgType=Homepage&action=click&mediaId=thumb_square&state=standard&contentPlacement=13&version=internal&contentCollection
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/16/arts/design/rembrandt-painting-discovered.html?module=WatchingPortal&region=c-column-middle-span-region&pgType=Homepage&action=click&mediaId=thumb_square&state=standard&contentPlacement=13&version=internal&contentCollection
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the seraphim to me, having in his hand a burning coal 
which he had taken with tongs from the altar . . . [and 
the angel said] ‘Behold, this [burning coal] has touched 
your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin 
forgiven.’ ”15 
 
Isaiah then hears the voice of the Lord saying,  
“ ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ ” Isaiah 
responds, “Here am I! Send me.”16 This is what the 
prophet is told to speak: “ ‘Hear and hear, but do not 
understand; see and see, but do not perceive . . . make 
[this people’s] ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their hearts, and turn and be  
healed.’ ”17 Jesus always was and is still ready to speak 
to all people the words he spoke to the wrongdoer 
who also hung on a cross, “You will be with me in 
paradise.”18 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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15 Isaiah 6:6–7. 
16 Isaiah 6:8–9. 
17 Isaiah 6:9–10. 
18 Luke 23:43. 


