
 

Sermon for Good Friday, April 19, 2019 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Psalm 22:1–11; Hebrews 10:16–25*; John 18:1–19:42* 

 
Jesus said, “I thirst . . . It is finished . . . And having 
bowed his head, he gave over the spirit.”1 In John on 
the cross, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords is 
laying down his mortal life, before rising and 
ascending to the eternal life he has shared with his 
Father from the beginning. 
 
Unlike the accounts of Mark, Matthew, and Luke, in 
John, Jesus is buried before, not after, sunset. There is 
time for his body to be bound in linen cloths with rich 
spices and to be placed in a new tomb.  
 
In all four gospels, it is Joseph of Arimathea who asks 
Pilate for Jesus’ body. In Mark, he is “a respected 
member of the council, who was also himself looking 
for the kingdom of God.”2 In Matthew, Joseph was a 
rich man. He wrapped Jesus’ body in a clean linen 
shroud and buried the body in his own new tomb.3 

                            
1 Translation: Raymond E. Brown, The Death of the Messiah: From Gethsemane to 
the Grave, 2 vols. (Doubleday: New York, 1994), II:1078. 
2 Mark 15:43. 
3 Matthew 27:59–60. 
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In Luke, Joseph was “a good and righteous man,” and 
a member of the council, one who had not consented 
to Jesus’ death and who was “looking for the kingdom 
of God.”4  
 
Again, in John, Joseph of Arimathea asked for the 
body. But it was Nicodemus, the ruler of the Jews who 
sought out Jesus in the night, the one who heard, but 
did not understand Jesus’ words, “unless one is born 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God,”5 who 
helped Joseph bury him.6 
 
Besides his role in Jesus’ burial, in the middle of John’s 
gospel, Nicodemus defended Jesus to his fellow rulers, 
“Does our law judge a man without first giving him a 
hearing and learning what he does?”7 
 
On the day of crucifixion, Nicodemus was not 
ashamed and not afraid to be burying Jesus in the 
daylight. I think it is very likely that from the darkness 
of the night at the beginning of Jesus ministry, 
Nicodemus came to believe that Jesus was the Son of 

                            
4 Luke 23:50–51. 
5 John 3:3. 
6 John 19:38–42. 
7 John 7:51. 
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God. It is not unusual for the journey of any of us to 
begin in dark place of some kind and move to the 
place where one begins to believe in Jesus and move 
closer and closer to the Light—the journey from 
onlooker, to student (that is, disciple, a learner), to 
child of God, one who believes.  
 
The “I AM” sayings in Jesus are one way Jesus reveals 
who he is. The first of these sayings was “I am the 
bread of life . . . I am the bread which came down 
from heaven . . . I am the living bread.”8 Then:  
 

I am the light of the world.9 
 
I am the door of the sheep.10  
 
I am the good shepherd.11 
 
I am the resurrection and the life.12 
 
I am the way, and the truth, and the life.13 

                            
8 John 6:35–51. 
9 John 8:12. 
10 John 10:7. 
11 John 10:14. 
12 John 11:25. 
13 John 14:6. 
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I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser . . . I am the vine, you are the branches 
. . . By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As 
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; 
abide in my love.14 

 
There may be some here today who are seekers, whom 
the Holy Spirit has brought to this place for reasons 
only the seekers and the Shepherd know. You are very 
welcome to be with us. 
 
So, I want to conclude with these words about our 
Shepherd, our True Vine. Sheep follow a shepherd; 
branches are alive when they are grafted into the vine. 
 
John, unlike Matthew and Luke, does not have a story 
of Jesus predicting his death. Instead, while speaking 
of the Good Shepherd, Jesus said, “No one takes [my 
life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again; this charge I have received from my Father”15 
 

                            
14 John 15:1–9. 
15 John 10:18. 



5 

In John, Jesus does not cry, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me.”16 Because he is not forsaken. 
As he said, “[He] and the Father are one.”17 Again, in 
John, he is not buried hurriedly as a criminal, but in 
the light of day, as Lord of all. Our Lord, now and in 
the world to come. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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16 Mark 15:34; Matthew 27:46. 
17 John 10:30. 


