
 

Sermon for Easter Day, April 21, 2019 
Solemn Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Acts 10:34–43; Psalm 118:14–17, 22–24; Colossians 3:1–4; Luke 24:1–12* 

 
The literal Greek at the beginning of today’s gospel 
lesson is wonderfully vivid to my American English 
ear. It begins, “And on the first day of the 
Sabbaths”—perhaps a phrase used in Hebrew or 
Aramaic for the word “week”—“while the dawn was 
deep,”1 [the women who had come with Jesus from 
Galilee, who stood at a distance from the cross, seen 
him die, and laid in the grave,2] went to the tomb, 
found the stone rolled away, but when they entered, 
they did not find the body of the Lord. And it 
happened that they saw two men standing before 
them in dazzling apparel—angels. Fear—awe—
overtook them. They bowed their faces to the 
ground—worship. The [angels] said to them, words 
that can reach through grief, “Why do you seek the 
Living One among the dead? He is not here; he has 
been resurrected. Remember what he said to you when 
he was . . . in Galilee.”3 Then we have a statement by 

                            
1 François Bovon, Luke 3: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 19:28–24:53, trans. 
James Crouch, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2012), 343. 
2 Luke 23:49, 55. 
3 Luke 24:5–6. My translation after Bovon, Ibid. 
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the evangelist of the faithfulness of the women who 
were Jesus’ disciples: “[the women] remembered 
[Jesus’] words.”4 
 
Mary Mag'dalene, Jo-an'na, Mary the mother of James 
and the other women who were with them all went to 
tell the eleven, who did not remember Jesus’ words. 
But Peter, at least, “rose and ran to the tomb . . . and 
bending over to look in, he saw the linen cloths.”5 Yet 
even after seeing the empty tomb and the cloths that 
the women had seen, he went home in “a state of 
amazement,”6 not belief. 
 
I think it’s worth noting that for Luke, as in John, the 
first apostles of the resurrection are women. In John, 
it is just Mary Magdalene, in Luke, Mary Magdalene 
and many other women. François Bovon in his 
commentary on Luke wrote, “It is probable that this 
participation of women was important in early 

                            
4 Luke 24:8. 
5 Luke 24:12. 
6 Ibid. My translation: θαμάζων, present participle active of θαὐμάζω: to wonder, 
marvel, be astonished. A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early 
Christian Literature, 3rd ed. (BDAG) (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 
444–45. 
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Christianity and that these female voices were later 
silenced in the developing church.”7  
 
So this morning, one might ask, are our hearts and 
minds with the holy women or the not-so-faithful 
men? Stepping back from just Luke to consider all of 
the gospels, women and men come to believe because, 
to use language from Luke, the Living One came to 
seek them out when they were lost, sinful, doubting, 
and to bring them home. Life and eternal life are in 
God’s hands. 
 
It was not until a couple of days ago, when I found 
time to do some closer reading of the commentaries I 
have on Matthew, that I realized that the stone was 
not rolled away so that the Son of God could be raised 
by God the Father.8 Neither death, nor stone can limit 
in any way the power of the Creator to give life. The 
rolled away stone was a sign to those who had 
remembered Jesus’ words about his death and 
resurrection and who had eyes to see beyond an empty 
grave and the cloths that had clothed the dead. When 
Lazarus walked out of his tomb, his body and his face 

                            
7 Bovon, 353, n.87. 
8 Ulrich Luz, Matthew 21–28: A Commentary, trans. James E. Crouch, Hermeneia 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2005), 596. 
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were bound in his shroud. When Jesus was raised, the 
cloths were left behind: Unlike Lazarus, the Word 
Made Flesh would never die again.9 
 
In John, though at the grave the disciple we know only 
as the disciple Jesus loved saw the cloths and 
believed—and Peter did not, Jesus revealed himself to 
Mary Magdalene and sent her to be his apostle, that is, 
his messenger, of the resurrection to the other men 
and women, who were his disciples.10 In Luke, the 
Living One makes himself known first to two disciples 
who have left the city and are on the road to Emmaus. 
When the two return to Jerusalem, they are told that 
the Lord had appeared to Peter. As the two begin to 
tell what had happened to them, “Jesus himself stood 
among them . . . they were startled and frightened . . . 
And [Jesus] said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, and 
why do questionings rise in your hearts? See my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself; handle me, and see; for 
a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I  
have.’ ”11 
 

                            
9 Raymond E. Brown, “The Johannine World for Preachers,” Interpretation 43 (Jan. 
1989), 61. 
10 John 20:11–18. 
11 Luke 24:36–39. 
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I close this morning with the words with which I 
finished my sermon last night on the resurrection in 
Matthew. 
 
New Testament scholar Sandra Schneiders, writing 
about the resurrection in John, but I think it is an 
insight into the resurrection witness in the gospels and 
in Paul’s letters, wrote, “Humanity is not a transitory 
mode of the Word [made flesh] that [Jesus] abandoned 
in death.”12 She says that it is in the community of 
believers we encounter “the glorified human Jesus, 
personally alive, present, and active throughout all 
time.”13 In dying he takes our humanity beyond what 
we can know or imagine—that is, the life of the world 
to come.  
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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12 Sandra M. Schneiders, “The Resurrection (of the Body) in the Fourth Gospel,” Life 
in Abundance: Studies in John’s Gospel in Tribute to Raymond E. Brown, ed. John R. 
Donahue (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2005), 189. 
13 Ibid., 190. 


