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Year C: Acts 13:13–16, 26–33*; Psalm 100; Revelation 7:9–17; John 10:22–42* 

 
If I may call it the “Sunday Lectionary Lottery,” I 
think it’s fair to say that Matthew is still the winner—
as he was in the historic one-year lectionary, 
originating in sixth- and seventh-century Rome,1 
which held sway until the liturgical reforms of the 
1960s produced the three-year lectionary scheme. The 
runner up, if you will, is Luke. For some years now, 
I’ve thought the big loser was Mark. But I’m close to 
thinking that the big loser is John. He didn’t get his 
own year. I’m not sure why Anglicans, Lutherans, and 
others still use a lectionary structured by the 
theological framework of the Roman Catholic Church, 
but we and they do.  
 
Let me add that in our own Daily Office Lectionary, 
it’s John that our own Prayer Book editors felt most 
free to rearrange when they were putting the readings 
for Morning and Evening Prayer together. The 
theological basis for this is beyond my understanding. 

                            
1 Massey H. Shepherd, Jr., The Oxford American Prayer Book Commentary (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1950), 90. 
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I begin with this rant, if you will, because for lo these 
many years of preaching, the structure of the 
lectionary has disposed me to think about the great 
narratives in John without appreciating how the 
evangelist intended for us to hear them, connect them. 
 
Two of these narratives move me to tears. I avoid, if at 
all possible, reading aloud or chanting chapter 9, the 
healing of the man born blind, and chapter 11, the 
raising of Lazarus. But we’re in chapter 10 today, the 
last section—roughly the last third of the chapter. The 
first two-thirds, where Jesus identifies himself first as 
the door of the sheep2 and then as the good shepherd 
is really the conclusion of the healing of the man born 
blind,3 but we never hear it that way at any Mass.  
 
With today’s gospel lesson, Jesus has been in 
Jerusalem for three months. He came for the feast of 
Tabernacles. It’s now winter and he’s back in the 
temple for the feast of Dedication. The tension, the 
divide, between Jesus and the people and leaders who 
do not believe has continued to grow. At the end of 

                            
2 John 10:2. 
3 Francis J. Moloney, The Gospel of John, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 
1998), 300–01. 
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today’s gospel, Jesus leaves Jerusalem. He will return 
once more to lay down his life and to take it up again. 
 
There were three feasts when people would travel to 
Jerusalem to worship in the temple, Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles.4 In John, Jesus seems to 
have managed to be in the temple for all of these. 
John doesn’t name the first Jerusalem feast Jesus 
attended, but trouble starts for him when, on a 
sabbath, during this first story of Jesus being at a feast, 
he healed a man who was lame.5 When challenged 
about breaking the sabbath, Jesus replied, “My Father 
is working still, and I am working.”6 The evangelist 
then comments, “This was why the Jews sought all the 
more to kill him, because he not only broke the 
sabbath but also called God his Father, making 
himself equal with God.”7  
 
Jesus then leaves Jerusalem for the safety of Galilee.8 
After the feeding of the five thousand there9 and the 

                            
4 Ibid., I:206. 
5 John 5:1–18. 
6 John 5:17. 
7 John 5:18. 
8 John 6:1, 7:1. 
9 John 6:1–15. 
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teaching about the bread of life,10 John tells us that 
Jesus’ own brothers, who do not believe in him,11 left 
him to go to Jerusalem for Tabernacles.12 Jesus 
followed “in private.”13 But his presence was not 
private for long. He healed the man born blind openly 
in the temple on a sabbath day.14 
 
Now, three months later, he’s back in the temple, “So 
the Jews gathered round him . . . ‘How long will you 
keep us in suspense?’ If you are the Messiah, tell us 
openly’ ”15—fearlessly, frankly.16  
 
Jesus goes directly to the heart of the matter. He 
replies, “You do not believe . . . My sheep hear my 
voice . . . they follow me . . . I give them eternal life . . . 
I and the Father are one.”17 As Jesus said to the man 
born blind, “For judgment I came into this world, that 
those who do not see may see, and that those who see 

                            
10 John 6:22–71. 
11 John 7:5. 
12 John 7:10. 
13 Ibid. 
14 John 9:1–41. 
15 John 10:24. My translation. 
16 A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. 

(BDAG) (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), s.v. “παππησία,” 781. 
17 John 10:26–30. 
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may become blind.”18 In today’s confrontation, the 
people who confront Jesus do not see; they do not 
hear. They cannot believe.  
 
In the aftermath of the Great Jewish Revolt in AD 70, 
Jerusalem and its temple were destroyed and its people 
were killed or sold into slavery. The origins of the 
divisions between Christian and Jews are subject of 
much scholarly research and debate.19 Even if we don’t 
know how it came about, we know that it started and 
lingers in our own day. I’ve quoted Rabbi Lord 
Jonathan Sacks who wrote late last spring about the 
revival of Anti-Semitism in Europe and elsewhere—
and these are his words—“within living memory of 
the Holocaust.”20  
 
The dean of Canterbury, Robert Willis, was staying 
with me at the rectory this week. This is the story he 
told me. On the Sunday after Easter Day, during the 
main Eucharist, he was handed a note. Before the 
peace he said to the congregation—and now I’m 

                            
18 John 9:39. 
19 See Adele Reinhartz, Befriending the Beloved Disciple: A Jewish Reading of the Gospel of John 
(New York: Continuum 2001), 37–41. 
20 http://rabbisacks.org/people-dwells-alone-balak-5778/, (accessed 27 
June 2018). 

http://rabbisacks.org/people-dwells-alone-balak-5778/


6 

quoting the Canterbury news online, “What’s about to 
happen is as much a surprise to me this morning as it 
will be to you, but it’s a lovely thing—I’ve been 
handed a note here which says: 
 

‘On behalf of the Muslim community in Canterbury and 
Canterbury Mosque, we lay flowers in respect of our 
Christian brothers and sisters who lost their lives in Sri 
Lanka. We pray for the victims and their loved ones. Our 
condolences, Canterbury Mosque.’ 

 
The Dean asked the congregation to stand and 
applaud as he welcomed Imam Khan and members of 
the Canterbury Mosque into the Quire to place the 
flowers at the Altar to commemorate those killed. 
Then the Dean embraced the Imam and invited him 
to speak. Imam Khan said: ‘At times like this I think 
it’s vital that, as the community in Canterbury, we 
show the rest of the world that no matter what faith, 
or of no faith we are, we are still brothers and sisters 
in humanity and that’s one of the things we need to 
push forward in Canterbury.’ ”21  



                            
21 https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/whats-on/news/2019/04/29/canterbury-
mosques-message-of-solidarity-at-the-cathedral/, (accessed 12 May 2019). 

https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/whats-on/news/2019/04/29/canterbury-mosques-message-of-solidarity-at-the-cathedral/
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/whats-on/news/2019/04/29/canterbury-mosques-message-of-solidarity-at-the-cathedral/
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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