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Over a year ago, I started adding explanations for any 
additions to or reordering of the appointed readings. 
After hearing today’s lesson from Exodus, you might 
be surprised to read this note: “Other details of the 
priestly vestments (Exodus 28:5–29, 39–43) are 
omitted by the lectionary.” In other words, we heard a 
total of 14 verses that describe the vestments. There 
are 30 more. I am glad of that omission.  
 
Next Sunday we will begin reading Leviticus at 
Evening Prayer. The first 18 chapters cover burnt 
offerings, cereal offerings, peace offerings, the sin 
offering, the guilt offering, instructions for the priests 
about offerings, Aaron’s priesthood, and on and on. 
Leviticus 18, is full of regulations concerning sexual 
morality, including a prohibition against male adultery 
and male homosexuality1—it was Paul who inveighed 
against women and men for “unnatural” instead of 
“natural” relationships.2 Then, with all of the emphasis 
                            
1 Leviticus 18:22. 
2 Romans 1:26–27. 
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on priestly duties, religious rituals, and sexual morality, 
we suddenly hear something that sounds profoundly 
right for—to use a traditional Prayer Book phrase—
“all sorts and conditions of men,”3 “And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Say to all the congregation of the 
people of Israel, You shall be holy; for I the LORD 
your God am holy.”4  
 
These words reflect the conviction of the first creation 
story, “God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness’ . . . So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them . . . And God saw everything 
that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, a sixth 
day.”5 
 
In Exodus, one also finds these words, “Now 
therefore, if you will obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my own possession among all 
peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to 
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”6 

                            
3 The Book of Common Prayer (1928), 18–19. 
4 Leviticus 19:1–2. 
5 Genesis 1:26–31. 
6 Exodus 19:5–6. 
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These are words Jesus knew; these are words Jesus’ 
disciples knew. This thread of fundamental human 
dignity is very much alive in the New Testament—
despite New Testament worries about sin.  
 
Some of you may remember Eleanor Pritchard. She 
died in March of 2017 at the age of 98. Her ashes are 
interred in the Lady Chapel Vault. She came to Saint 
Mary’s one Sunday night in the fall of 1999. She had 
been attending weekday Masses at the Episcopal 
Church Center. The Korean she liked so much was no 
longer there. Allen Shin became our full-time curate 
on July 1, 1999. While I was on sabbatical in the 
winter of 2008, I visited her on Bainbridge Island, 
across the water from Seattle, Washington. I think I 
had two nights there. One of the places that most 
surprised me was Saint James Roman Catholic 
Cathedral, Seattle. 
 
As you enter, the old small font is now attached to a 
modern font, a pool of water in the shape of the 
cathedral. Around the edge of the square stone 
platform on which this font sits are words in stone 
letters from the text we know as the First Letter of 
Peter, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
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holy nation, God’s own people.”7 I wonder how many 
of us really think “royal priesthood” and “Christian” 
are speaking about the same thing? 
 
Theodore Parker was born in 1810. He died young of 
tuberculosis in 1860—in Florence, Italy, where people 
he had gone to try to get well at a time when there was 
no cure for this disease. He’s buried there.  
 
Parker started life as Unitarian minister. He was too 
liberal for the Unitarians of his time—he’d be fine for 
the Unitarian Universalists of today. Parker was one of 
John Brown’s “Secret Six”—financial supporters for 
the raid on Harper’s Ferry. He was a gifted writer and 
preacher. And it was one of his writings from which 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and others, drew the famous 
quotation, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but 
it bends toward justice.”8 I think the arc of the 
kingdom of God is longest of all arcs, and it bends  
  

                            
7 1 Peter 2:9. 
8 https://quoteinvestigator.com/2012/11/15/arc-of-universe/, (accessed 12 May 
2019). 

https://quoteinvestigator.com/2012/11/15/arc-of-universe/
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emphatically towards justice and life in this world and 
in the world to come.  
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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