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Shay and Rich are the first couple who have ever 
asked me to preach on the beginning of the Sermon 
on the Mount. It’s the first and by far the longest of 
five sermons given by Jesus in Matthew. Its words are 
among the most well-known passages of the New 
Testament. My own favorite words are these:  
 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil 
nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will he not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? 
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the 
Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.1 
 

                            
1 Matthew 6:28b–33. 
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Until I went to seminary, I did not know how much 
ink has been and continues to be used to discuss the 
translation of the very first word of the passage from 
Greek to English. The Greek word is an adjective, 

μακάριοi. In classical Greek, just the gods were 

μακάριοi. John Wycliffe, who died in 1384, was the 
first English scholar—at Merton College, Oxford—to 
translate the New Testament.2 He translated the word 
as we heard it today, “blessed.”3 But its ordinary 
meaning in the time of Jesus was “happy.”4 (There are 
New Testament studies just on the use of this word.)  
 
Jesus has the crowd on his side when he proclaims, 
that, in the word of Professor Luz, “the persons 
pronounced happy are precisely those from whom one 
would not expect it.”5  
 
As a preacher I try to convey, to the extent that I can, 
how New Testament Greek would have been 
understood by those who spoke it in Judea in the first 
century of the Christian era. I think we need both 

                            
2 https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Wycliffe, (accessed 1 June 2019). 
3 Ulrich Luz, Matthew 1–7: A Commentary, trans. James E. Crouch, Hermeneia 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2007), 190. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid., 188. 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Wycliffe
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words, “blessed” and “happy,” as we stand before the 
mysteries of life itself, of love, and of death. 
 
Professor Luz is also a pastor, Swiss Reformed 
Church. He understands the first of the Beatitudes to 
mean that “The kingdom of heaven is promised to the 
humble.”6 I think he’s right—humility, if you will 
before the mystery of life itself, of love, of death, and 
of God. And today, humility before the very great joy 
and very great blessing Shay and Rich are for each 
other. Blessed and happy are the poor in the spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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6 Ibid., 193. 


