
 

Sermon for Trinity Sunday, June 16, 2019 
Solemn Evensong 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Year 1: Psalms 111, 112, 113; Job 38:1–11; 42:1–5, John 1:1–18;  
Year C: Romans 8:12–17 (NRSV) 

 
Matthew’s gospel ends with these words. I quote the 
King James Version that I memorized as a child: 
 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.1 
 
Again, this is how Matthew ends—Jesus sending the 
eleven to teach, to baptize, and to observe his 
commandments. The conclusion of Matthew is the 
only place in the New Testament where the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, all three, are named 
together. 
 
In the middle of the twentieth century, for a number 
of reasons, different scholars argued that this  

                            
1 Matthew 28:19–20. 
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Trinitarian formula was not original to Matthew2—and 
that’s what I heard in seminary in the early 1980s. But 
scholarly opinion had already shifted3—yes, that’s a 
digression on the grossly inadequate teaching I 
received in New Testament in seminary. 
 
The passage’s vocabulary and grammar are “largely 
Matthean.”4 A text known as “The Didache”—"The 
Teaching”—now dated to the last decades of the first 
century, was “a handbook of church morals, ritual, and 
discipline.”5  
 
Professor Ulrich Luz concluded that the Didache 
came out of a “Matthean-influenced” community.6 
Professor Kurt Niederwimmer, in his commentary on 
this text offers the alternative perspective. He does not 
agree that we can make connections to the writings of 
Matthew or of Paul.7 That said, the Didache is a text 
that preserves local traditions from a very early 

                            
2 Ulrich Luz, Matthew 1–7: A Commentary, trans. James E. Crouch, Hermeneia 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2007), 617, n. 15. 
3 Ibid.; See also Daniel J. Harrington, The Gospel of Matthew, Sacra Pagina, 
(Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2007), 415. 
4 Luz, 616. 
5 Kurt Niederwimmer, The Didache: A Commentary, Hermeneia (Minneapolis, 
Fortress Press, 1998), 2. 
66 Luz, 617. 
7 Niederwimmer, Ibid. 
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period—from the same decades scholars date 
Matthew and Luke.8 These are the Didache’s 
instructions for baptism: 
 
As for baptism, baptize in this way: Having said all this 
beforehand”—and it’s not clear in the existing text 
what that means9—“baptize in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in running 
water. If you do not have running water, however, 
baptize in another kind of water; if you cannot in cold 
water, then in warm. But if you have neither, pour 
water on the head thrice in the name of Father and 
Son and Holy Spirit.”10  
 
Matthew is the only gospel with a single direct 
conclusion: A literal translation of Jesus’ final words 
would be, “Behold, I am with you all the days until the 
completion of time—or, completion of the course of 
the world.”11  
 
                            
8 Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament (New York: 
Doubleday, 1997), 172, 226. 
9 Ibid., 126. 
10 Ibid., 125. 
11 Matthew 28:10. My translation. See: Herman Sasse, “ἀιών,” Theological Dictionary 
of New Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1964–1976), 1:197–
209; A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early Christian 
Literature, 3rd ed. (BDAG) (2000), s.v. “ἀιών,” 32–33. 
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When we think of “I am” sayings, most of them are in 
John. But in the story of the annunciation to Joseph, 
the evangelist comments on Joseph’s dream:  
 
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and his name shall be called ‘Emmanuel’ 
(which means, God with us).”12  
 
And we have an “I am” here at the end of Matthew, “I 
am with you always.” God is with us always. This is 
the God we know as the Person of the Father, the 
Person of the Son, and the Person of the Holy Spirit. I 
close with words from Paul’s Letter to the Romans,  
 
For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.13 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Copyright © 2019 The Society of the Free Church of St. Mary the Virgin, New York, New York. 
All rights reserved. 

                            
12 Matthew 1:22–23. 
13 Romans 8:38–39. 


