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In Mark, when Jesus leaves Capernaum in Galilee, his 
disciples go looking for him to bring him back. When they 
find him, Jesus says, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I 
may preach there also; for that is why I came out.”1 And 
that is what he does.  
 
But in the parallel passage in Luke, when the people of 
Capernaum try to stop him from leaving. Jesus says to 
them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of 
God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this 
purpose”—the same language used by Gabriel to Mary: “I 
was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.”2 
 

“To send”—ἀποτέλλω—is an important New Testament 

verb, along with the noun ἀπόστολος—apostle, messenger, 
one who is sent. Although John quite deliberately doesn’t 
use the word “apostles” to describe his twelve disciples,3 
and Mark uses the noun only once, when those he has “sent 

                            
1 Mark 1:38. 
2 Luke 1:19. See William Childs Robinson, “Context of Luke’s Travel Narrative,” 
Journal of Biblical Literature 79 (1960), 20–31. 
3 Sandra M. Schneiders, Written That You May Believe: Encountering Jesus in the Fourth 
Gospel, 2nd ed. (New York: Crossroad Publishing, 2003), 44–45, 54–44. 
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out” return,4 Paul begins, in the second earliest New 
Testament text,5 the Letter to the Galatians, by identifying 
himself as an “an apostle, not from men nor through man, 
but through Jesus Christ and God the Father.”6 
 
In Luke and in Luke’s second book, the Acts of the 
Apostles, following and believing in Jesus, is seen as a 
“journey.”7 Today’s gospel lesson begins at the point in 
which Jesus begins to complete the journey for which he 
was sent. 
 
Jesus is going—traveling, journeying—to Jerusalem, “to be 
received up,”8 “to be taken up”—not on the cross, but to 
heaven, his ascension. Quite honestly, I didn’t hear or read 
this passage this way until I read with some care the 
commentaries that I have on Luke, starting with the oldest 
on my shelf, the 1985 commentary by the late Jesuit Joseph 
Fitzmyer scholar,9 along with more recent commentaries by 
the late François Bovon10 and Professor Luke Timothy 
Johnson, who teaches New Testament and Christian 

                            
4 Mark 6:7, 30. 
5 Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament (New York: Doubleday, 
1997), 468. 
6 Galatians 1:1. 
7 François Bovon, Luke 2: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 9:51–19:27, trans. 
Donald S. Deer, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2013), 6. 
8 Luke 9:51. 
9 Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel According to Luke: Introduction, Translation, and Notes, 
Anchor Bible 28 (Garden City: Doubleday, 1985), I:827–28. 
10 François Bovon, Luke 2: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 9:51–19:27, trans. 
Donald S. Deer, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2013), 4 note a., 6. 
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Origins at the Candler School of Theology at Emery 
University in Atlanta.11 
 
Suffering and death will be part, but not the end, of Jesus’ 
journey. I wonder how this orientation to Jesus’ ascension 
may help me understand, think about, the gospel lessons for 
the rest of the church year. All of our Sunday gospel lessons 
will be from Luke until Advent Sunday, which is December 
1 this year.  
 
The first of the two stories we heard today was about Jesus’ 
messengers—apostles—not being welcomed by a Samaritan 
village. The relationship between Samaritans and Jews was 
often not a good one. In today’s first lesson, with its 
account of Elijah allowing Elisha to say goodbye to his 
parents before he followed Elijah, there is a reference to 
another Elijah story that may be of more importance. When 
a king twice sent fifty soldiers to seize Elijah, God sent fire 
from heaven kill them.12 Jesus did not come to make people 
fear God, but as he would say on his last stop before 
Jerusalem in the house of Zacchaeus, “the Son of man came 
to seek and to save the lost.”13  
 

                            
11 Luke Timothy Johnson, The Gospel of Luke, Sacra Pagina (Collegeville: Liturgical 
Press, 1991), 162. 
12 2 Kings 1:9–16. 
13 Luke 19:10. 
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In today’s lesson, a person says to Jesus, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” The evangelist does not tell us whether 
he followed Jesus or went home. The second person asks 
permission to bury his father, a sacred duty. Luke’s Jesus 
makes clear that loving, following, the Lord is the most 
sacred duty. 
 
As a child, I knew the story of Lot’s wife, who was turned 
into a pillar of salt because she disobeyed God’s command 
not to turn around and look upon the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah—it’s not a story I would read to children 
before they were in junior high school. We might say that 
Luke’s Jesus warns those who are worried about the past 
that they may miss opportunities God has prepared for 
them. 
I far prefer contemporary English in our worship, but there 
are some phrases from the old Prayer Book that are etched 
in my brain and my heart. I do like the traditional language 
answer to the question, “What is the duty of all Christians?” 
The new answer refers to Sunday worship as “corporate 
worship”14—not a common phrase among us 
Episcopalians.  
 
The traditional answer is this, “My bounden duty”—
“bounden,” archaic for binding—“is to follow Christ, to 

                            
14 The Book of Common Prayer (1979), 856. 



5 

worship God every Sunday in his Church; and to work and 
pray and give for the spread of his kingdom.”15 
 
Jesus’ followers place their trust “in God’s love and 
authority.”16 Luke’s Jesus invites us to seek how we can 
recognize and witness to Christ as the journey of our lives 
continues—working, praying, and giving for the increase of 
the dominion of God, dying in Christ, so that we may rise 
with him in the life of the world to come.  
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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15 The Book of Common Prayer (1928), 291. 
16 Luz, 13. 


