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I dislike the readings appointed for the daily Eucharist 
on Thursday after the First Sunday in Lent so, that if I 
can, I avoid being celebrant and preacher that day. The 
lesson is from the part of the book of Esther that 
belongs to the Apocrypha.1 The psalm for that day is 
the same as today’s, Psalm 138, with its words, “When 
I called, you answered me.”2 The gospel is Matthew’s 
version of the last part of today’s gospel from Luke: 
“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.”3  
 
In the book of Esther, God intervened to save the 
Jewish exiles under the Persian king Ahasuerus. Since 
a visit to the Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C., I can’t help but think about the 
years of Nazi Germany when millions of Jews asked, 
sought, and knocked. But only the cattle cars that 

                            
1 Esther 14:1–6, 12–14 
2 Psalm 138:4a. 
3 Matthew 7:7–12 
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would take them to death camps were opened to them 
and to their children.  
In our own time, the ethnic cleansing that has 
happened to the Muslim Rohingya people in Myanmar 
continues.4 In China there are now concentration 
camps for Muslim Uighurs.5 Yesterday’s Wall Street 
Journal had a front-page story about the terrorist group 
Boko Haram in Nigeria and how they are strapping 
bombs to children, especially girls, to be suicide 
bombers. I was glad to read that the United States 
army is quietly training very brave men and women to 
free the children from these devices.6 But how can it 
be that in the West, to use the words of Rabbi Lord 
Jonathan Sacks, that “Anti-Semitism has returned 
within living memory of the Holocaust.”7  
 
What theologians and philosophers call the problem 
of evil is sometimes for me an intellectual challenge to 
faith. I do believe that Jesus’ resurrection is God’s 
answer to evil, but I acknowledge that I have 

                            
4 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/burma-rohingya-muslims-whats-
behind-persecution-aung-san-suu-kyi-a7449126.html, (accessed 28 July 2019). 
5 https://www.voanews.com/episode/chinese-persecution-uighurs-3933201, 
(accessed 28 July 2019). 
6 https://www.wsj.com/articles/please-save-my-life-a-bomb-specialist-defuses-
explosives-strapped-to-children-11564156722?mod=itp_wsj&ru=yahoo, (accessed 28 
July 2019). 
7 http://rabbisacks.org/people-dwells-alone-balak-5778/, (accessed 28 July 2019). 
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encountered real evil only at a distance. Saint Paul 
wrote near the end of his First Letter to the 
Corinthians, “The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death.”8 But it seems to me that evil, not death, will be 
the last enemy to be conquered.  
 
For the record, we only hear Luke’s version of the 
Lord’s Prayer on a Sunday, never Matthew’s.9 In 
Matthew, the Lord’s Prayer is in the Sermon on the 
Mount and is followed by the words that give us the 
so-called “Golden Rule”: “So whatever you wish that 
men and women would do to you, do so to them; for 
this is the law and the prophets.”10 
 
There’s also an important version of the Lord’s Prayer 
in the text known as the Didache—Greek for 
“Teaching.” Scholars now date this text as no later 
than the end of first century11—the same period in 
which scholars now date the writing of Matthew and 

                            
8 1 Corinthians 15:26. 
9 Matthew 6:9–13. 
10 Matthew 7:12. My translation. 
11 Paul F. Bradshaw and Maxwell E. Johnson, The Origins of Feasts, Fasts and Seasons in 
Early Christianity (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2011), 5, n.9. 
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Luke.12 In Luke, as we heard, the Lord’s Prayer is the 
first of three sayings on prayer. 
 
One significant difference among the three versions of 
the prayer worth noting is that in Matthew the Lord’s 
prayer is an example, not a command. Jesus said, 
“Pray then like this.”13 But in Luke Jesus says, “When 
you pray, say: “Father, may your name be hallowed.”14 
The Didache says, “And do not pray as the wicked [do]; 
pray instead this way, as the Lord directed in his 
gospel, “Our Father who are in heaven.”15 And unlike 
the best manuscripts of Matthew that don’t include 
the doxology, the Didache gives us: “For power and 
glory are yours forever.” And then it says, “Pray this 
way thrice daily.”16  
 
The Hebrew Scriptures refer to God as “the Father” 
of the Jewish people, and in the psalter, the Davidic 
king calls God, “My Father.”17 But Jesus’ instruction 

                            
12 Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament (New York: Doubleday, 
1997), 172, 226. 
13 Matthew 6:9. NRSV. 
14 Translation: François Bovon, Luke 2: A Commentary on the Gospel of Luke 9:51–19:27, 
trans. Donald S. Deer, Hermeneia, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2013), 80. 
15 Kurt Niederwimmer, The Didache: A Commentary, Hermeneia (Minneapolis, Fortress 
Press, 1998), 134–35. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Psalm 89:26. 
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to his disciples to address God as “Our Father” is new 
and radical.18 The Lord’s Prayer is not found in Mark 
or John. Scholars generally agree that the prayer came 
from Jesus himself and assume that it was originally in 
Aramaic.19 Yet in Mark, Matthew, and Luke, Jesus 
identifies those who do the will of God as his mother, 
sisters, and brothers.20 In John, it will be the morning 
of the resurrection when Jesus says to Mary 
Magdalene, “go to my brethren and say to them, I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.”21 
 
I have no problem at all in using the contemporary 
version of the Lord’s Prayer in Daily Morning and 
Evening Prayer—Saint Mary’s was using the 
contemporary version at Morning Prayer when I 
became rector, and we still do. The rest of the time we 
use the traditional language because that’s what most 
people know. But in the Eucharist, the contemporary 
version omits the words, “we are bold to say” to 
introduce the Lord’s Prayer. The Latin behind the 

                            
18 Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel According to Luke: Introduction, Translation, and Notes, 
Anchor Bible 28, 28A (Garden City: Doubleday, 1985), II: 902–03. 
19 Ulrich Luz, Matthew 1–7: A Commentary, trans. James E. Crouch, Hermeneia 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2007), 311. 
20 Mark 3:31–35; Matthew 12:46–50; Luke 8:19–21. 
21 John 20:17. 
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phrase is literally “we dare to say.”22 These words 
should be there. They are an ancient reminder that we 
are children by grace and adoption. We are dust and to 
dust we all return. 
Now in Matthew, God already knows what we need 
before we ask him.23 The parable of the persistent 
friend is only in Luke.  
 
Back to the problem of evil. I think the Lord’s Prayer 
speaks to it directly: “let your kingdom come”24 or 
“May your reign come.”25 It identifies human suffering 
with Christ’s death and resurrection and looks forward 
to the age to come. Luke’s Jesus is the Jesus who is 
remembered saying to one of the wrongdoers crucified 
with him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise.”26 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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22 Fitzmyer, 902. 
23 Matthew 6:7–8: “And in praying do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; 
for they think that they will be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for 
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” 
24 Translation: Luz, 309. 
25 Translation: Bovon, 80. 
26 Luke 23:43. 
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