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In 1981, Professor Enrique Nardoni, who taught both 
New Testament and theology, wrote an important 
article about the verse that appears in Mark before 
Mark begins his account of the transfiguration.1 
Matthew and Luke both follow Mark closely. Luke 
puts that verse this way, “But I tell you truly, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before 
they see the kingdom of God.”2 Then Luke continues, 
“Now about eight days after these sayings he took 
with him Peter and John and James, and went up on 
the mountain to pray,”3 the story of the 
transfiguration. On the mountain these three apostles 
see the Christ in glory. But they do not understand 
what they have seen. 
 
By the time Mark, Matthew, and Luke write, in the 
latter part of the first century, few of Jesus’ first 
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followers would have been alive. The persecution of 
Christians in the Roman world was already underway 
in Paul’s lifetime—ten or more years earlier.4  
 
In all three gospels, after Jesus first spoke to his 
disciples about his death and resurrection, he spoke 
words about some who were then alive seeing the 
kingdom of God.5 And in all three gospels Jesus will 
say, “If anyone would come after me, let him or her 
deny himself or herself and take up his or her cross 
daily and follow me”6—the Greek is inclusive in all 
three.  
 
Successive generations of Christians have preached 
and prayed about this reality of Jesus’ suffering and 
have associated whatever crosses, the really hard 
challenges of their—our—own lives, with the cross of 
Christ and the crosses borne by so many for the sake 
of others.  
 
After Mass on Sunday Father Pace and I were 
speaking about victims of violence, murder. I told him 
that I’ve never ministered to the family and friends of 
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6 My translation of Luke 9:23. 
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gun violence. I had forgotten he, of course, had had a 
great deal of experience. Before coming to New York 
to teach, he was not only a professor of nursing, but 
also a chaplain at Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center. He said that families of victims wanted to see 
the bodies and the wounds of those who had been 
killed. I realized that this did not surprise me.  
 
He also said that nurses prepared bodies with great 
respect and that showings were done slowly, 
respectfully. I do know as a pastor how hard it is when 
there is no body to be seen when there has been a 
death. It is never easy to grieve, but it is a grace to be 
able to touch the bodies of those we will always love. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ and the resurrection 
of the dead are God’s greatest gifts to the messy world 
of humankind. It is never easy to grieve when 
someone dies. It is never easy to forget the evil that 
humans do to each other.  
 
Not so long ago I visited a person, not a parishioner, 
very ill with cancer. He had had a lot of invasive 
therapies and more was coming his way. In the course 
of my visit, he said to me something I had not heard 
said before. He said, “I know pain is not avoidable, 
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but I know that I can choose not to suffer.” He wasn’t 
speaking about medication; he was speaking about his 
mind and soul. I heard his words as words of faith. It 
is faith that invites us to know that at the end of our 
human lives, there will be transfigurations to glory. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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