
 
 

Homily for the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, (Transferred), 
September 9, 2019 
Sung Mass 
By the Reverend Stephen Gerth 
Romans 8:18–30; Psalm 113; Luke 1:26–38 
 

 
My article for our Angelus newsletter for this week of 
September 8 was called, “Some September 
Celebrations.” I wrote about Holy Cross Day, 
September 14, Saint Michael and All Angels, which 
will fall on Sunday, September 29, this year. I 
mentioned the special Sung Requiem on September 
11. About the Nativity of Mary I wrote, “There is one 
traditional commemoration of Mary still omitted by 
our Episcopal Church, but one which has found a 
home in the Church of England and other churches of 
the Anglican Communion, the Nativity of Mary on 
September 8.” It turns out I was wrong.  
 
Two priests who read the Angelus, now-retired priest 
Father William Loring, who served parishes in New 
Jersey, New York, and, for many years, Connecticut, 
and our own Father Matt Jacobson knew that last 
summer our General Convention approved a new 
edition of Lesser Feasts and Fasts—something that I 
did not know. They both knew that the Nativity of the 
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Blessed Virgin Mary on September 8 was in the draft 
book submitted to convention.  
 
This new edition of Lesser Feasts and Fasts—Lesser 
Feasts and Fasts 2018—is slated for publication in 
January 2020. I don’t know the ins and outs of 
General Convention legislative procedures. So I can’t 
be sure what the final version of Lesser Feasts and 
Fasts 2018 looks like from what I’ve seen. But what 
I’ve seen makes me hope that what I have seen isn’t 
final.  
 
For example, the notes for the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary begin, “The gospels tell us little about the 
family and home of our Lord’s mother.”1 But that’s 
not true. There is absolutely nothing in the gospels or 
the rest of the New Testament “about the family and 
home of Mary.”  
 
Tradition celebrates a very few events in Mary’s life. 
These came to be celebrated, and continue to be 
valued, for two reasons. Most important: God chose 
Mary to be the mother of his Son Jesus. Mary was the 

                            
1 The proposed Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018: 
https://www.generalconvention.org/bluebook2018/#bbreports (accessed 8 
September 2019). 

https://www.generalconvention.org/bluebook2018/#bbreports
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God-bearer, to use the English translation of the 
Greek word, Theotokos. In the Christian West, she is 
Mater Dei, Mother of God. 
 
Secondly, the larger non-Protestant tradition has 
preserved better the biblical sense of a living 
connection between, to use words from Charles 
Wesley’s great hymn, “saints on earth . . . [and] those 
whose work is done.”2 
 
In the New Testament the word translated as “saint” 
is a Greek word for “holy” or “holiness.”3 It’s the 
word used to describe believers. Paul uses the word in 
this way in the First Letter to the Thessalonians,4 
Philippians, Philemon, First and Second Letters to the 
Corinthians, and Romans—the oldest texts of the 
New Testament. Luke uses the word in the same way 
in the Acts of the Apostles. In Matthew, when Jesus 
has cried aloud for the final time and “yielded up his 
spirit,” the curtain of the temple was “torn . . . from 
top to bottom,” . . . and the earth shook . . . rocks 

                            
2 The Hymnal 1982 (1985), #526. 
3 A Greek-English Lexicon of New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 

3rd ed. (BDAG) (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), s.v. “ἅγιος,” 10–11. 
4 1 Thessalonians 3:13. 
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were split; the tombs . . . were opened . . . and bodies 
of the saints . . . were raised.”5  
 
It’s also used in Ephesians, Colossians, 2 
Thessalonians, Hebrews, Jude, and, far more than 
anywhere else, in the Revelation to John.  
 
I think most of us who were reared in a Protestant 
tradition think mostly about Jesus. Among the things 
that has most challenged me to begin to imagine 
thinking differently is a reference to an article by the 
late French liturgical scholar Cyrille Vogel in which he 
observed that “up until the middle of the second 
century ancient Christian burial inscriptions reveal that 
Christians prayed both for and to deceased Christians, 
whether they were martyrs or not.”6  
 
I know I can be very emotional when I think about 
family and others who have died. I don’t know if there 
are any Easter hymns left that I can sing without 
thinking of people I have buried. 
 

                            
5 Matthew 27:50–52. 
6 Paul F. Bradshaw and Maxwell E. Johnson, The Origins of Feasts, Fasts and Seasons 
in Early Christianity (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2011), 179–80. 
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I will conclude by saying this. I’ve come to believe that 
those who have gone before us don’t feel separated 
from us. They know that we too are alive in the Lord.  
 
Hail Mary, full of grace. 
 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,  
    and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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