
JANUARY 2: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father
and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the 
Father. He who confesses the Son has the Father also. 
Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. 
If  what you heard from the beginning abides in you, 
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father. And 
this is what he has promised us, eternal life. I write this
to you about those who would deceive you; but the 
anointing which you received from him abides in you, 
and you have no need that any one should teach you; 
as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is 
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide in 
him. And now, little children, abide in him, so that 
when he appears we may have confidence and not 
shrink from him in shame at his coming. If  you know 
that he is righteous, you may be sure that every one 
who does right is born of  him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 98:1-5
At Said Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 98, verses 1 through 5,
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 727.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

At Sung Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 98 as found in the 
service bulletin.

1  Sing to the LORD a new song, *
   for he has done marvelous things.

2  With his right hand and his holy arm *
   has he won for himself  the victory.

3  The LORD has made known his victory; *
   his righteousness has he openly shown in the 

sight of  the nations.

4  He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the 
house of  Israel, *

   and all the ends of  the earth have seen the 
victory of  our God.
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5. Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
   lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader The Word became flesh and dwelt among

us, *
  full of  grace and truth.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
And this is the testimony of  John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who 
are you?” He confessed, he did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the prophet?” And he answered, “No.” They 
said to him then, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself ?” He said, “I am the voice of  one crying in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of  the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.” Now they had been sent 
from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if  you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, 
nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize 
with water; but among you stands one whom you do 
not know, even he who comes after me, the thong of  
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” This took 
place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing.
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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