
YEAR 1, DECEMBER 30: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will 
praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things, 
plans formed of  old, faithful and sure. For thou hast 
made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the 
palace of  aliens is a city no more, it will never be 
rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify thee; 
cities of  ruthless nations will fear thee. For thou hast 
been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the 
needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a 
shade from the heat; for the blast of  the ruthless is like
a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry place. Thou 
dost subdue the noise of  the aliens; as heat by the 
shade of  a cloud, so the song of  the ruthless is stilled. 
On this mountain the LORD of  hosts will make for all 
peoples a feast of  fat things, a feast of  wine on the 
lees, of  fat things full of  marrow, of  wine on the lees 
well refined. And he will destroy on this mountain the 
covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. He will swallow up death for 
ever, and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 
faces, and the reproach of  his people he will take away
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from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken. It will be 
said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we 
have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
I John, your brother, who share with you in Jesus the 
tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 
endurance, was on the island called Patmos on account
of  the word of  God and the testimony of  Jesus. I was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me 
a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write what you see
in a book and send it to the seven churches, to 
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Per'gamum and to 
Thyati'ra and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to La-
odice'a.” Then I turned to see the voice that was 
speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 
lampstands, and in the midst of  the lampstands one 
like a son of  man, clothed with a long robe and with a 
golden girdle round his breast; his head and his hair 
were white as white wool, white as snow; his eyes were
like a flame of  fire, his feet were like burnished 
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bronze, refined as in a furnace, and his voice was like 
the sound of  many waters; in his right hand he held 
seven stars, from his mouth issued a sharp two-edged 
sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full 
strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 
dead. But he laid his right hand upon me, saying, “Fear
not, I am the first and the last, and the living one; I 
died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have 
the keys of  Death and Hades. Now write what you 
see, what is and what is to take place hereafter. As for 
the mystery of  the seven stars which you saw in my 
right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the 
seven stars are the angels of  the seven churches and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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