
YEAR 1, ADVENT 2, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Haggai
In the second year of  Darius the king, in the sixth 
month, on the first day of  the month, the word of  the
LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerub'babel the 
son of  She-al'ti-el, governor of  Judah, and to Joshua 
the son of  Jehoz'adak, the high priest, “Thus says the 
LORD of  hosts: This people say the time has not yet 
come to rebuild the house of  the LORD.” Then the 
word of  the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, “Is it 
a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled 
houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now therefore 
thus says the LORD of  hosts: Consider how you have 
fared. You have sown much, and harvested little; you 
eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you 
never have your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one 
is warm; and he who earns wages earns wages to put 
them into a bag with holes. Thus says the LORD of  
hosts: Consider how you have fared. Go up to the hills
and bring wood and build the house, that I may take 
pleasure in it and that I may appear in my glory, says 
the LORD. You have looked for much, and, lo, it came 
to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away.
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Why? says the LORD of  hosts. Because of  my house 
that lies in ruins, while you busy yourselves each with 
his own house. Therefore the heavens above you have 
withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its 
produce. And I have called for a drought upon the 
land and the hills, upon the grain, the new wine, the 
oil, upon what the ground brings forth, upon men and
cattle, and upon all their labors.” Then Zerub'babel the
son of  She-al'ti-el, and Joshua the son of  Jehoz'adak, 
the high priest, with all the remnant of  the people, 
obeyed the voice of  the LORD their God, and the 
words of  Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God 
had sent him; and the people feared before the LORD. 
Then Haggai, the messenger of  the LORD, spoke to 
the people with the LORD’s message, “I am with you, 
says the LORD.” And the LORD stirred up the spirit of  
Zerub'babel the son of  She-al'ti-el, governor of  Judah,
and the spirit of  Joshua the son of  Jehoz'adak, the 
high priest, and the spirit of  all the remnant of  the 
people; and they came and worked on the house of  
the LORD of  hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth 
day of  the month, in the sixth month.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
When the hour came, Jesus sat at table, and the 
apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have 
earnestly desired to eat this passover with you before I
suffer; for I tell you I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled 
in the kingdom of  God.” And he took a cup, and 
when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and 
divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from 
now on I shall not drink of  the fruit of  the vine until 
the kingdom of  God comes.” And he took bread, and 
when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of  me.” And likewise the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup which is poured out for
you is the new covenant in my blood. But behold the 
hand of  him who betrays me is with me on the table. 
For the Son of  man goes as it has been determined; 
but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” And 
they began to question one another, which of  them it 
was that would do this. A dispute also arose among 
them, which of  them was to be regarded as the 
greatest. And he said to them, “The kings of  the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and those in 
authority over them are called benefactors. But not so 
with you; rather let the greatest among you become as 
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the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For 
which is the greater, one who sits at table, or one who 
serves? Is it not the one who sits at table? But I am 
among you as one who serves.  You are those who 
have continued with me in my trials; and I assign to 
you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you 
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit 
on thrones judging the twelve tribes of  Israel.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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