
YEAR 1, ADVENT 2, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
The Lord said to me, “Take a large tablet and write 
upon it in common characters, ‘Belonging to Ma'her-
shal'al-hash-baz.’ ” And I got reliable witnesses, Uri'ah 
the priest and Zechari'ah the son of  Jeberechi'ah, to 
attest for me. And I went to the prophetess, and she 
conceived and bore a son. Then the Lord said to me, 
“Call his name Ma'her-shal'al-hash-baz; for before the 
child knows how to cry ‘My father’ or ‘My mother,’ the
wealth of  Damascus and the spoil of  Sama'ria will be 
carried away before the king of  Assyria.” The Lord 
spoke to me again: “Because this people have refused 
the waters of  Shilo'ah that flow gently, and melt in fear
before Re'zin and the son of  Remali'ah; therefore, 
behold, the Lord is bringing up against them the 
waters of  the River, mighty and many, the king of  
Assyria and all his glory; and it will rise over all its 
channels and go over all its banks; and it will sweep on
into Judah, it will overflow and pass on, reaching even 
to the neck; and its outspread wings will fill the 
breadth of  your land, O Imman'u-el.” Be broken, you 
peoples, and be dismayed; give ear, all you far 
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countries; gird yourselves and be dismayed; gird 
yourselves and be dismayed. Take counsel together, 
but it will come to nought; speak a word, but it will 
not stand, for God is with us. For the Lord spoke thus
to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me 
not to walk in the way of  this people, saying: “Do not 
call conspiracy all that this people call conspiracy, and 
do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread. But the 
Lord of  hosts, him you shall regard as holy; let him be 
your fear, and let him be your dread. And he will 
become a sanctuary, and a stone of  offense, and a rock
of  stumbling to both houses of  Israel, a trap and a 
snare to the inhabitants of  Jerusalem. And many shall 
stumble thereon; they shall fall and be broken; they 
shall be snared and taken.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Thessalonians
We command you, brethren, in the name of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who
is living in idleness and not in accord with the tradition
that you received from us. For you yourselves know 
how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when 
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we were with you, we did not eat any one’s bread 
without paying, but with toil and labor we worked 
night and day, that we might not burden any of  you. It
was not because we have not that right, but to give you
in our conduct an example to imitate. For even when 
we were with you, we gave you this command: If  any 
one will not work, let him not eat. For we hear that 
some of  you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, 
not doing any work. Now such persons we command 
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work in
quietness and to earn their own living. Brethren, do 
not be weary in well-doing. If  any one refuses to obey 
what we say in this letter, note that man, and have 
nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. Do 
not look on him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother. Now may the Lord of  peace himself  give you 
peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be with you all. 
I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is 
the mark in every letter of  mine; it is the way I write. 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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