
YEAR 1, ADVENT 3, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Wickedness burns like a fire, it consumes briers and 
thorns; it kindles the thickets of  the forest, and they 
roll upward in a column of  smoke. Through the wrath
of  the LORD of  hosts the land is burned, and the 
people are like fuel for the fire; no man spares his 
brother. They snatch on the right, but are still hungry, 
and they devour on the left, but are not satisfied; each 
devours his neighbor’s flesh, Manas'seh E'phraim, and 
E'phraim Manas'seh, and together they are against 
Judah. For all this his anger is not turned away and his 
hand is stretched out still. Woe to those who decree 
iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing 
oppression, to turn aside the needy from justice and to
rob the poor of  my people of  their right, that widows 
may be their spoil, and that they may make the 
fatherless their prey! What will you do on the day of  
punishment, in the storm which will come from afar? 
To whom will you flee for help, and where will you 
leave your wealth? Nothing remains but to crouch 
among the prisoners or fall among the slain. For all 
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this his anger is not turned away and his hand is 
stretched out still.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Letter of  Peter
Bold and wilful, they are not afraid to revile the 
glorious ones, whereas angels, though greater in might 
and power, do not pronounce a reviling judgment 
upon them before the Lord. But these, like irrational 
animals, creatures of  instinct, born to be caught and 
killed, reviling in matters of  which they are ignorant, 
will be destroyed in the same destruction with them, 
suffering wrong for their wrongdoing. They count it 
pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and 
blemishes, reveling in their dissipation, carousing with 
you. They have eyes full of  adultery, insatiable for sin. 
They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained 
in greed. Accursed children! Forsaking the right way 
they have gone astray; they have followed the way of  
Ba'laam, the son of  Be'or, who loved gain from 
wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his own 
transgression; a dumb ass spoke with human voice and
restrained the prophet’s madness.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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