
YEAR 1, ADVENT 4, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zephaniah
Sing aloud, O daughter of  Zion; shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of  
Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments 
against you, he has cast out your enemies. The King of
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear evil no
more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do 
not fear, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The 
LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will 
renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing as on a day of  festival. I will remove disaster 
from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
Behold, at that time I will deal with all your 
oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the 
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you 
home, at the time when I gather you together; yea, I 
will make you renowned and praised among all the 
peoples of  the earth, when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes,” says the LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Jews, “I can do nothing on my own 
authority; as I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, 
because I seek not my own will but the will of  him 
who sent me. If  I bear witness to myself, my 
testimony is not true; there is another who bears 
witness to me, and I know that the testimony which he
bears to me is true. You sent to John, and he has 
borne witness to the truth. Not that the testimony 
which I receive is from man; but I say this that you 
may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But 
the testimony which I have is greater than that of  
John; for the works which the Father has granted me 
to accomplish, these very works which I am doing, 
bear me witness that the Father has sent me. And the 
Father who sent me has himself  borne witness to me. 
His voice you have never heard, his form you have 
never seen; and you do not have his word abiding in 
you, for you do not believe him whom he has sent. 
You search the scriptures, because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness to me; yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life. I do not receive glory from men. But I 
know that you have not the love of  God within you. I 
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have come in my Father’s name, and you do not 
receive me; if  another comes in his own name, him 
you will receive. How can you believe, who receive 
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that 
comes from the only God? Do not think that I shall 
accuse you to the Father; it is Moses who accuses you, 
on whom you set your hope. If  you believed Moses, 
you would believe me, for he wrote of  me. But if  you 
do not believe his writings, how will you believe my 
words?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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