YEAR 1, CHRISTMAS 1, (YEARS B & C)
SUNDAY: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ra'matha'im-zo'-phim RAY-muh-THAY-im-ZOH-fim
E'phraim EE-fray-im
Elka'nah el-KAY-nuh
Jero'ham je-ROH-ham
Eli'hu i-LIGH-hyuu
To'hu TOE-hyuu
Zuph ZUHF
Penin'nah pi-NIN-uh
Hoph'ni HAHF-nigh
Phin'ehas FIN-ee-us
Ra'mah RAY-muh
e¢'phah EE-fah

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel
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There was a certain man of Ramatha'im-zo'phim of
the hill country of E'phraim, whose name was
Elka'nah the son of Jero'ham, son of Eli'hu, son of
To'hu, son of Zuph, an E'phraimite. He had two
wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name
of the other Penin'nah. And Penin'nah had children,
but Hannah had no children. Now this man used to go
up year by year from his city to worship and to
sacrifice to the LORD of hosts at Shiloh, where the two
sons of Eli, Hoph'ni and Phin'ehas, were priests of the
LORD. On the day when Elka'nah sacrificed, he would
give portions to Penin'nah his wife and to all her sons
and daughters; and, although he loved Hannah, he
would give Hannah only one portion, because the
LORD had closed her womb. And her rival used to
provoke her sorely, to irritate her, because the LORD
had closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as
often as she went up to the house of the LORD, she
used to provoke her. As often as she went up to the
house of the LORD, Penin'nah used to provoke her.
Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. And
Elka'nah, her husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do
you weep? And why do you not eat? And why is your
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” After
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they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the
doorpost of the temple of the LORD. She was deeply
distressed and prayed to the LORD, and wept bitterly.
And she vowed a vow and said, “O LORD of hosts, if
thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy
maidservant, and remember me, and not forget thy
maidservant, but wilt give to thy maidservant a son,
then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life,
and no razor shall touch his head.” As she continued
praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth.
Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips
moved, and her voice was not heard; therefore Eli
took her to be a drunken woman. And Eli said to her,
“How long will you be drunken? Put away your wine
from you.” But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am
a woman sorely troubled; I have drunk neither wine
nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul
before the LORD. Do not regard your maidservant as a
base woman, for all along I have been speaking out of
my great anxiety and vexation.” Then Eli answered,
“Go 1n peace, and the God of Israel grant your
petition which you have made to him.” And she said,
“Let your maidservant find favor in your eyes.” Then
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the woman went her way and ate, and her
countenance was no longer sad. They rose early in the
morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they
went back to their house at Ra'mah. And Elka'nah
knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD remembered
her; and in due time Hannah conceived and bore a
son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, “I
have asked him of the LORD.” And the man Elka'nah
and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the
yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah did
not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as
the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may
appear in the presence of the LORD, and abide there
for ever.” Elka'nah her husband said to her, “Do what
seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him;
only, may the LORD establish his word.” So the
woman remained and nursed her son, until she
weaned him. And when she had weaned him, she took
him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an
¢'phah of flour, and a skin of wine; and she brought
him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh; and the child
was young. Then they slew the bull, and they brought
the child to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you
live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here
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in your presence, praying to the LORD. For this child I
prayed; and the LORD has granted me my petition
which I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the
LLORD; as long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.” And
they worshiped the LORD there.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of Paul

to the Colossians
And so, from the day we heard of your love in the
spirit, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that
you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, to lead a life
worthy of the Lord, tully pleasing to him, bearing fruit
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of
God. May you be strengthened with all power,
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in
light. He has delivered us from the dominion of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the
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forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible
God, the first-born of all creation; for in him all things
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. He is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. He is the head of the
body, the church; he 1s the beginning, the first-born
from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent. For in him all the fulness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross.

The Reader concludes 'The Word of the Lord.

At Euncharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. And
the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel

and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LORD. And his delight shall be 1n the fear of the
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LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; and he shall smite the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the
girdle of his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his
loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall
lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. The sucking child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his
hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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