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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
King Nebuchadnez'zar made an image of  gold, whose
height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He 
set it up on the plain of  Du'ra, in the province of  
Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnez'zar sent to 
assemble the sa'traps, the prefects, and the governors, 
the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of  the provinces to 
come to the dedication of  the image which King 
Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. Then the sa'traps, the 
prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the 
treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the 
officials of  the provinces, were assembled for the 
dedication of  the image that King Nebuchadnez'zar 
had set up; and they stood before the image that 
Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. And the herald 
proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, 
nations, and languages, that when you hear the sound 
of  the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every
kind of  music, you are to fall down and worship the 
golden image that King Nebuchadnez'zar has set up; 
and whoever does not fall down and worship shall 
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immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 
Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound 
of  the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every
kind of  music, all the peoples, nations, and languages 
fell down and worshiped the golden image which King
Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. Therefore at that time 
certain Chalde'ans came forward and maliciously 
accused the Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnez'zar, 
“O king, live for ever! You, O king, have made a 
decree, that every man who hears the sound of  the 
horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind 
of  music, shall fall down and worship the golden 
image; and whoever does not fall down and worship 
shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. There are 
certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs
of  the province of  Babylon: Shad'rach, Me'shach, and 
Abed'nego. These men, O king, pay no heed to you; 
they do not serve your gods or worship the golden 
image which you have set up.” Then Nebuchadnez'zar 
in furious rage commanded that Shad'rach, Me'shach, 
and Abed'nego be brought. Then they brought these 
men before the king. Nebuchadnez'zar said to them, 
“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego, that 
you do not serve my gods or worship the golden 
image which I have set up? Now if  you are ready when
you hear the sound of  the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
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harp, bagpipe, and every kind of  music, to fall down 
and worship the image which I have made, well and 
good; but if  you do not worship, you shall immediately
be cast into a burning fiery furnace; and who is the 
god that will deliver you out of  my hands?” Shad'rach, 
Me'shach, and Abed'nego answered the king, “O 
Nebuchadnez'zar, we have no need to answer you in 
this matter. If  it be so, our God whom we serve is able
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace; and he 
will deliver us out of  your hand, O king. But if  not, be
it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 
gods or worship the golden image which you have set 
up.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
See what love the Father has given us, that we should 
be called children of  God; and so we are. The reason 
why the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; it 
does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. And every one who thus hopes in him
purifies himself  as he is pure. Every one who commits
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sin is guilty of  lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You 
know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him 
there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one
who sins has either seen him or known him. Little 
children, let no one deceive you. He who does right is 
righteous, as he is righteous. He who commits sin is of
the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. 
The reason the Son of  God appeared was to destroy 
the works of  the devil. No one born of  God commits 
sin; for God’s nature abides in him, and he cannot sin 
because he is born of  God. By this it may be seen who
are the children of  God, and who are the children of  
the devil: whoever does not do right is not of  God, 
nor he who does not love his brother.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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