
YEAR 1, EASTER 3, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshaz'zar, was 
dismayed for a moment, and his thoughts alarmed 
him. The king said, “Belteshaz'zar, let not the dream 
or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshaz'zar 
answered, “My lord, may the dream be for those who 
hate you and its interpretation for your enemies! The 
tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that 
its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end 
of  the whole earth; whose leaves were fair and its fruit
abundant, and in which was food for all; under which 
beasts of  the field found shade, and in whose 
branches the birds of  the air dwelt—it is you, O king, 
who have grown and become strong. Your greatness 
has grown and reaches to heaven, and your dominion 
to the ends of  the earth. And whereas the king saw a 
watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and 
saying, ‘Hew down the tree and destroy it, but leave 
the stump of  its roots in the earth, bound with a band 
of  iron and bronze, in the tender grass of  the field; 
and let him be wet with the dew of  heaven; and let his 
lot be with the beasts of  the field, till seven times pass 
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over him’; this is the interpretation, O king: It is a 
decree of  the Most High, which has come upon my 
lord the king, that you shall be driven from among 
men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of  the 
field; you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you
shall be wet with the dew of  heaven, and seven times 
shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High 
rules the kingdom of  men, and gives it to whom he 
will. And as it was commanded to leave the stump of  
the roots of  the tree, your kingdom shall be sure for 
you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 
Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to 
you; break off  your sins by practicing righteousness, 
and your iniquities by showing mercy to the 
oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of
your tranquillity.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Letter of  John
By this we shall know that we are of  the truth, and 
reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and 
he knows everything. Beloved, if  our hearts do not 
condemn us, we have confidence before God; and we 
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receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep 
his commandments and do what pleases him. And this
is his commandment, that we should believe in the 
name of  his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 
just as he has commanded us. All who keep his 
commandments abide in him, and he in them. And by 
this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit which 
he has given us. Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they are of  God; for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. By 
this you know the Spirit of  God: every spirit which 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of  
God, and every spirit which does not confess Jesus is 
not of  God. This is the spirit of  antichrist, of  which 
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in the 
world already. Little children, you are of  God, and 
have overcome them; for he who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world. They are of  the world, 
therefore what they say is of  the world, and the world 
listens to them. We are of  God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us, and he who is not of  God does not listen
to us. By this we know the spirit of  truth and the spirit
of  error.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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