
YEAR 1, EASTER 3, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
The king commanded, and Daniel was brought and 
cast into the den of  lions. The king said to Daniel, 
“May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver 
you!” And a stone was brought and laid upon the 
mouth of  the den, and the king sealed it with his own 
signet and with the signet of  his lords, that nothing 
might be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king 
went to his palace, and spent the night fasting; no 
diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from 
him. Then, at break of  day, the king arose and went in 
haste to the den of  lions. When he came near to the 
den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of  
anguish and said to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of  the 
living God, has your God, whom you serve 
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 
Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live for ever! 
My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and
they have not hurt me, because I was found blameless 
before him; and also before you, O king, I have done 
no wrong.” Then the king was exceedingly glad, and 
commanded that Daniel be taken up out of  the den. 
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So Daniel was taken up out of  the den, and no kind 
of  hurt was found upon him, because he had trusted 
in his God. And the king commanded, and those men 
who had accused Daniel were brought and cast into 
the den of  lions—they, their children, and their wives; 
and before they reached the bottom of  the den the 
lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in 
pieces. Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, 
nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: 
“Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree, that in all
my royal dominion men tremble and fear before the 
God of  Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring for 
ever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his 
dominion shall be to the end. He delivers and rescues, 
he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, 
he who has saved Daniel from the power of  the lions.”
So this Daniel prospered during the reign of  Darius 
and the reign of  Cyrus the Persian.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Third Letter of  John
The elder to the beloved Ga'ius, whom I love in the 
truth. Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and
that you may be in health; I know that it is well with 
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your soul. For I greatly rejoiced when some of  the 
brethren arrived and testified to the truth of  your life, 
as indeed you do follow the truth. No greater joy can I
have than this, to hear that my children follow the 
truth. Beloved, it is a loyal thing you do when you 
render any service to the brethren, especially to 
strangers, who have testified to your love before the 
church. You will do well to send them on their journey
as befits God’s service. For they have set out for his 
sake and have accepted nothing from the heathen. So 
we ought to support such men, that we may be fellow 
workers in the truth. I have written something to the 
church; but Diot'rephes, who likes to put himself  first,
does not acknowledge my authority. So if  I come, I 
will bring up what he is doing, prating against me with 
evil words. And not content with that, he refuses 
himself  to welcome the brethren, and also stops those 
who want to welcome them and puts them out of  the 
church. Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. 
He who does good is of  God; he who does evil has 
not seen God. Deme'trius has testimony from every 
one, and from the truth itself; I testify to him too, and 
you know my testimony is true. I had much to write to
you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink; I 
hope to see you soon, and we will talk together face to
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face. Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the
friends, every one of  them.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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