
YEAR 1, EASTER 4, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Wisdom of  Solomon
Ungodly men by their words and deeds summoned 
death; considering him a friend, they pined away, and 
they made a covenant with him, because they are fit to 
belong to his party. For they reasoned unsoundly, 
saying to themselves, “Short and sorrowful is our life, 
and there is no remedy when a man comes to his end, 
and no one has been known to return from Hades. 
Because we were born by mere chance, and hereafter 
we shall be as though we had never been; because the 
breath in our nostrils is smoke, and reason is a spark 
kindled by the beating of  our hearts. When it is 
extinguished, the body will turn to ashes, and the spirit
will dissolve like empty air. Our name will be forgotten
in time and no one will remember our works; our life 
will pass away like the traces of  a cloud, and be 
scattered like mist that is chased by the rays of  the sun
and overcome by its heat. For our allotted time is the 
passing of  a shadow, and there is no return from our 
death, because it is sealed up and no one turns back. 
Come, therefore, let us enjoy the good things that 
exist, and make use of  the creation to the full as in 
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youth. Let us take our fill of  costly wine and perfumes,
and let no flower of  spring pass by us. Let us crown 
ourselves with rosebuds before they wither. Let none 
of  us fail to share in our revelry, everywhere let us 
leave signs of  enjoyment, because this is our portion, 
and this our lot. Let us oppress the righteous poor 
man; let us not spare the widow nor regard the gray 
hairs of  the aged. But let our might be our law of  
right, for what is weak proves itself  to be useless.” 
Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, for their 
wickedness blinded them, and they did not know the 
secret purposes of  God, nor hope for the wages of  
holiness, nor discern the prize for blameless souls; for 
God created man for incorruption, and made him in 
the image of  his own eternity, but through the devil’s 
envy death entered the world, and those who belong 
to his party experience it.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

For use with the Second Lesson
From The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Colos'sae ko-LAH-see
Ep'aphras EP-uh-fras

A Reading from the
Letter of  Paul to the Colossians

Paul, an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  God, 
and Timothy our brother, To the saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ at Colos'sae: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father. We always thank God, the
Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 
you, because we have heard of  your faith in Christ 
Jesus and of  the love which you have for all the saints, 
because of  the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of  this
you have heard before in the word of  the truth, the 
gospel which has come to you, as indeed in the whole 
world it is bearing fruit and growing—so among 
yourselves, from the day you heard and understood the
grace of  God in truth, as you learned it from 
Ep'aphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful 
minister of  Christ on our behalf  and has made known
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to us your love in the Spirit. And so, from the day we 
heard of  it, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking 
that you may be filled with the knowledge of  his will 
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to lead a life
worthy of  the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge 
of  God. May you be strengthened with all power, 
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of  the saints in 
light. He has delivered us from the dominion of  
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of  his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of  sins.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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