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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
Like the appearance of  the bow that is in the cloud on
the day of  rain, so was the appearance of  the 
brightness round about. Such was the appearance of  
the likeness of  the glory of  the LORD. And when I 
saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard the voice of  
one speaking. And he said to me, “Son of  man, stand 
upon your feet, and I will speak with you.” And when 
he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me 
upon my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. And he
said to me, “Son of  man, I send you to the people of  
Israel, to a nation of  rebels, who have rebelled against 
me; they and their fathers have transgressed against 
me to this very day. The people also are impudent and 
stubborn: I send you to them; and you shall say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ And whether they 
hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) 
they will know that there has been a prophet among 
them. And you, son of  man, be not afraid of  them, 
nor be afraid of  their words, though briers and thorns 
are with you and you sit upon scorpions; be not afraid 
of  their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they
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are a rebellious house. And you shall speak my words 
to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they 
are a rebellious house. But you, son of  man, hear what
I say to you; be not rebellious like that rebellious 
house; open your mouth, and eat what I give you.” 
And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out 
to me, and, lo, a written scroll was in it; and he spread 
it before me; and it had writing on the front and on 
the back, and there were written on it words of  
lamentation and mourning and woe. And he said to 
me, “Son of  man, eat what is offered to you; eat this 
scroll, and go, speak to the house of  Israel.” So I 
opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 
And he said to me, “Son of  man, eat this scroll that I 
give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it; 
and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of  God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
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yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near
to the throne of  grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of  need. For every high 
priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on 
behalf  of  men in relation to God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant
and wayward, since he himself  is beset with weakness. 
Because of  this he is bound to offer sacrifice for his 
own sins as well as for those of  the people. And one 
does not take the honor upon himself, but he is called 
by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt
himself  to be made a high priest, but was appointed by
him who said to him, “Thou art my Son, today I have 
begotten thee”; as he says also in another place, “Thou
art a priest for ever, after the order of  Melchiz'edek.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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