
YEAR 1, EASTER 7, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
Moses was keeping the flock of  his father-in-law, 
Jethro, the priest of  Mid'ian; and he led his flock to 
the west side of  the wilderness, and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of  God. And the angel of  the LORD 
appeared to him in a flame of  fire out of  the midst of  
a bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush was burning, 
yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn 
aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called to him out of  the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here am I.” Then he said, “Do 
not come near; put off  your shoes from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 
And he said, “I am the God of  your father, the God 
of  Abraham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of  
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. Then the LORD said, “I have seen the 
affliction of  my people who are in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry because of  their taskmasters; I know 
their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them
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out of  the hand of  the Egyptians, and to bring them 
up out of  that land to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of  the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Am'orites, the Per'izzites, 
the Hi'vites, and the Jeb'usites. And now, behold, the 
cry of  the people of  Israel has come to me, and I have
seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress
them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 
bring forth my people, the sons of  Israel, out of  
Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh, and bring the sons of  Israel out
of  Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you; and this 
shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when 
you have brought forth the people out of  Egypt, you 
shall serve God upon this mountain.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus sent out the twelve, charging them, “A disciple is 
not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master; 
it is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and 
the servant like his master. If  they have called the 
master of  the house Be-el'zebul, how much more will 
they malign those of  his household. So have no fear 
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of  them; for nothing is covered that will not be 
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell 
you in the dark, utter in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim upon the housetops. And do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 
rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in
hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not 
one of  them will fall to the ground without your 
Father’s will. But even the hairs of  your head are all 
numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of  more value 
than many sparrows. So every one who acknowledges 
me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me 
before men, I also will deny before my Father who is 
in heaven. He who receives you receives me, and he 
who receives me receives him who sent me. He who 
receives a prophet because he is a prophet shall receive
a prophet’s reward, and he who receives a righteous 
man because he is a righteous man shall receive a 
righteous man’s reward. And whoever gives to one of  
these little ones even a cup of  cold water because he is
a disciple, truly, I say to you, he shall not lose his 
reward.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to 
me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out. For 
I have come down from heaven, not to do my own 
will, but the will of  him who sent me; and this is the 
will of  him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of
all that he has given me, but raise it up at the last day. 
For this is the will of  my Father, that every one who 
sees the Son and believes in him should have eternal 
life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” The Jews 
then murmured at him, because he said, “I am the 
bread which came down from heaven.” They said, “Is 
not this Jesus, the son of  Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come 
down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not 
murmur among yourselves. No one can come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws him; and I will 
raise him up at the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Every 
one who has heard and learned from the Father comes
to me. Not that any one has seen the Father except 
him who is from God; he has seen the Father. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. I 
am the bread of  life. Your fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. This is the bread which 
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comes down from heaven, that a man may eat of  it 
and not die. I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven; if  any one eats of  this bread, he will live 
for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life 
of  the world is my flesh.”
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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