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YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 1, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit 
of God was moving over the face of the waters. And 
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, one day. And 
God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.” And God made the firmament and separated 
the waters which were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above the firmament. And it was 
so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And there 
was evening and there was morning, a second day. 
And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called 
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Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, 
“Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 
each according to its kind, upon the earth.” And it was 
so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding 
seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing 
fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, a third day. And God said, 
“Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let 
them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give 
light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made 
the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars 
also. And God set them in the firmament of the 
heavens to give light upon the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, a fourth 
day. And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the firmament of the heavens.” So God 
created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, 
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according to their kinds, and every winged bird 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and 
there was morning, a fifth day. And God said, “Let the 
earth bring forth living creatures according to their 
kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the 
earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. And 
God made the beasts of the earth according to their 
kinds and the cattle according to their kinds, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground according to 
its kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God 
said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. And God 
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the 
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earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 
have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 
was so. And God saw everything that he had made, 
and behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, a sixth day. Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
And on the seventh day God finished his work which 
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
his work which he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all his work which he had done in creation. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God; all things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything made that was 
made. In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent 
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from God, whose name was John. He came for 
testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might 
believe through him. And this is the testimony of 
John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, 
he did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, for he was before 
me.’ I myself did not know him; but for this I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” And John bore witness, “I saw the Spirit 
descend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him; but he who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Please turn the page to the Reading for 
Benediction.  
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 
Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the sinful body 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. 
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being 
raised from the dead will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. The death he died he 
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


