
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 2, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel: “For your sake I will send to Babylon and break
down all the bars, and the shouting of  the Chalde'ans 
will be turned to lamentations. I am the LORD, your 
Holy One, the Creator of  Israel, your King.” Thus 
says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in 
the mighty waters, who brings forth chariot and horse,
army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they 
are extinguished, quenched like a wick: “Remember 
not the former things, nor consider the things of  old. 
Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild beasts will
honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give 
water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give 
drink to my chosen people, the people whom I 
formed for myself  that they might declare my praise.  
Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have 
been weary of  me, O Israel! You have not brought me 
your sheep for burnt offerings, or honored me with 
your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with offerings,
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or wearied you with frankincense. You have not 
bought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied me 
with the fat of  your sacrifices. But you have burdened 
me with your sins, you have wearied me with your 
iniquities. I, I am He who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins. Put me in remembrance, let us 
argue together; set forth your case, that you may be 
proved right. Your first father sinned, and your 
mediators transgressed against me. Therefore I 
profaned the princes of  the sanctuary, I delivered 
Jacob to utter destruction and Israel to reviling.  But 
now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have 
chosen! Thus says the LORD who made you, who 
formed you from the womb and will help you: Fear 
not, O Jacob my servant, Jeshu'run whom I have 
chosen. For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and 
streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon 
your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring. 
They shall spring up like grass amid waters, like 
willows by flowing streams. This one will say, ‘I am the
LORD’s,’ another will call himself  by the name of  
Jacob, and another will write on his hand, ‘The 
LORD’s,’ and surname himself  by the name of  Israel.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
When God desired to show more convincingly to the 
heirs of  the promise the unchangeable character of  his
purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that through 
two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that
God should prove false, we who have fled for refuge 
might have strong encouragement to seize the hope 
set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast 
anchor of  the soul, a hope that enters into the inner 
shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a 
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest 
for ever after the order of  Melchiz'edek. For this 
Melchiz'edek, king of  Salem, priest of  the Most High 
God, met Abraham returning from the slaughter of  
the kings and blessed him; and to him Abraham 
apportioned a tenth part of  everything. He is first, by 
translation of  his name, king of  righteousness, and 
then he is also king of  Salem, that is, king of  peace. 
He is without father or mother or genealogy, and has 
neither beginning of  days nor end of  life, but 
resembling the Son of  God he continues a priest for 
ever. See how great he is! Abraham the patriarch gave 
him a tithe of  the spoils. And those descendants of  
Levi who receive the priestly office have a 
commandment in the law to take tithes from the 
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people, that is, from their brethren, though these also 
are descended from Abraham. But this man who has 
not their genealogy received tithes from Abraham and 
blessed him who had the promises. It is beyond 
dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 
Here tithes are received by mortal men; there, by one 
of  whom it is testified that he lives. One might even 
say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes 
through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of  his 
ancestor when Melchiz'edek met him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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