
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 2, TUESDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
All who make idols are nothing, and the things they 
delight in do not profit; their witnesses neither see nor 
know, that they may be put to shame. Who fashions a 
god or casts an image, that is profitable for nothing? 
Behold, all his fellows shall be put to shame, and the 
craftsmen are but men; let them all assemble, let them 
stand forth, they shall be terrified, they shall be put to 
shame together. The ironsmith fashions it and works it
over the coals; he shapes it with hammers, and forges 
it with his strong arm; he becomes hungry and his 
strength fails, he drinks no water and is faint. The 
carpenter stretches a line, he marks it out with a pencil;
he fashions it with planes, and marks it with a 
compass; he shapes it into the figure of  a man, with 
the beauty of  a man, to dwell in a house. He cuts 
down cedars; or he chooses a holm tree or an oak and 
lets it grow strong among the trees of  the forest; he 
plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it. Then it 
becomes fuel for a man; he takes a part of  it and 
warms himself, he kindles a fire and bakes bread; also 
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 2, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

ISAIAH 44:9-20; EPHESIANS 4:17-32



he makes a god and worships it, he makes it a graven 
image and falls down before it. Half  of  it he burns in 
the fire; over the half  he eats flesh, he roasts meat and 
is satisfied; also he warms himself  and says, “Aha, I am
warm, I have seen the fire!” And the rest of  it he 
makes into a god, his idol; and falls down to it and 
worships it; he prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for 
thou art my god!” They know not, nor do they 
discern; for he has shut their eyes, so that they cannot 
see, and their minds, so that they cannot understand. 
No one considers, nor is there knowledge or 
discernment to say, “Half  of  it I burned in the fire, I 
also baked bread on its coals, I roasted flesh and have 
eaten; and shall I make the residue of  it an 
abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of  
wood?” He feeds on ashes; a deluded mind has led 
him astray, and he cannot deliver himself  or say, “Is 
there not a lie in my right hand?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Ephesians
This I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of  their 
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minds; they are darkened in their understanding, 
alienated from the life of  God because of  the 
ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of  
heart; they have become callous and have given 
themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice 
every kind of  uncleanness. You did not so learn 
Christ!
—assuming that you have heard about him and were 
taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus. Put off  your old 
nature which belongs to your former manner of  life 
and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, and be renewed 
in the spirit of  your minds, and put on the new nature,
created after the likeness of  God in true righteousness
and holiness. Therefore, putting away falsehood, let 
every one speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are
members one of  another. Be angry but do not sin; do 
not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no 
opportunity to the devil. Let the thief  no longer steal, 
but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
hands, so that he may be able to give to those in need. 
Let no evil talk come out of  your mouths, but only 
such as is good for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it
may impart grace to those who hear. And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of  God, in whom you were 
sealed for the day of  redemption. Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 
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from you, with all malice, and be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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