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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
For a tent was prepared, the outer one, in which were 
the lampstand and the table and the bread of  the 
Presence; it is called the Holy Place. Behind the 
second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of  Holies, 
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of  the good
things that have come, then through the greater and 
more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of
this creation) he entered once for all into the Holy 
Place, taking not the blood of  goats and calves but his 
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For 
if  the sprinkling of  defiled persons with the blood of  
goats and bulls and with the ashes of  a heifer 
sanctifies for the purification of  the flesh, how much 
more shall the blood of  Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself  without blemish to God,
purify your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 47:6–10
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 47, verses 6 to 10 
found in the red Prayer Book on page 650.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

6  Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
   sing praises to our King, sing praises.

7  For God is King of  all the earth; *
   sing praises with all your skill.

8  God reigns over the nations; *
   God sits upon his holy throne.

9  The nobles of  the peoples have gathered 
together*
   with the people of  the God of  Abraham.

10  The rulers of  the earth belong to God, *
   and he is highly exalted.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.
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The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Show me your ways, O Lord; *

  lead me in your truth and teach me.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, if  any one keeps 
my word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to 
him, “Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham
died, as did the prophets; and you say, ‘If  any one 
keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you 
greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the 
prophets died! Who do you claim to be?” Jesus 
answered, “If  I glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it is
my Father who glorifies me, of  whom you say that he 
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is your God. But you have not known him; I know 
him. If  I said, I do not know him, I should be a liar 
like you; but I do know him and I keep his word. Your
father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; he 
saw it and was glad.” The Jews then said to him, “You 
are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was, I am.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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