
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 3, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break 
forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD has 
comforted his people, and will have compassion on his
afflicted. But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me, 
my Lord has forgotten me.” “Can a woman forget her 
sucking child, that she should have no compassion on 
the son of  her womb? Even these may forget, yet I 
will not forget you. Behold, I have graven you on the 
palms of  my hands; your walls are continually before 
me. Your builders outstrip your destroyers, and those 
who laid you waste go forth from you. Lift up your 
eyes round about and see; they all gather, they come to
you. As I live, says the LORD, you shall put them all on
as an ornament, you shall bind them on as a bride 
does. “Surely your waste and your desolate places and 
your devastated land—surely now you will be too 
narrow for your inhabitants, and those who swallowed 
you up will be far away. The children born in the time 
of  your bereavement will yet say in your ears: ‘The 
place is too narrow for me; make room for me to 
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dwell in.’ Then you will say in your heart: ‘Who has 
borne me these? I was bereaved and barren, exiled and
put away, but who has brought up these? Behold, I was
left alone; whence then have these come?’” Thus says 
the Lord GOD: “Behold, I will lift up my hand to the 
nations, and raise my signal to the peoples; and they 
shall bring your sons in their bosom, and your 
daughters shall be carried on their shoulders. Kings 
shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your 
nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground they 
shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of  your feet. 
Then you will know that I am the LORD; those who 
wait for me shall not be put to shame.” Can the prey 
be taken from the mighty, or the captives of  a tyrant 
be rescued? Surely, thus says the LORD: “Even the 
captives of  the mighty shall be taken, and the prey of  
the tyrant be rescued, for I will contend with those 
who contend with you, and I will save your children. I 
will make your oppressors eat their own flesh, and 
they shall be drunk with their own blood as with wine.
Then all flesh shall know that I am the LORD your 
Savior, and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of  Jacob.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before 
whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? Let me ask you only this: Did you receive 
the Spirit by works of  the law, or by hearing with 
faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the 
Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? Did you 
experience so many things in vain?—if  it really is in 
vain. Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and 
works miracles among you do so by works of  the law, 
or by hearing with faith? Thus Abraham “believed 
God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” So
you see that it is men of  faith who are the sons of  
Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the 
nations be blessed.” So then, those who are men of  
faith are blessed with Abraham who had faith. For all 
who rely on works of  the law are under a curse; for it 
is written, “Cursed be every one who does not abide 
by all things written in the book of  the law, and do 
them.” Now it is evident that no man is justified 
before God by the law; for “He who through faith is 
righteous shall live”; but the law does not rest on faith,
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for “He who does them shall live by them.” Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of  the law, having become
a curse for us--for it is written, “Cursed be every one 
who hangs on a tree”—that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of  Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, 
that we might receive the promise of  the Spirit 
through faith.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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