
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD 
did to Sarah as he had promised. And Sarah conceived,
and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of  
which God had spoken to him. Abraham called the 
name of  his son who was born to him, whom Sarah 
bore him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son 
Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had 
commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old 
when his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said, 
“God has made laughter for me; every one who hears 
will laugh over me.” And she said, “Who would have 
said to Abraham that Sarah would suckle children? Yet
I have borne him a son in his old age.” And the child 
grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great 
feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw 
the son of  Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne 
to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to 
Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; 
for the son of  this slave woman shall not be heir with 
my son Isaac.” And the thing was very displeasing to 
Abraham on account of  his son. But God said to 
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Abraham, “Be not displeased because of  the lad and 
because of  your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to 
you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your 
descendants be named. And I will make a nation of  
the son of  the slave woman also, because he is your 
offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, and
took bread and a skin of  water, and gave it to Hagar, 
putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and 
sent her away. And she departed, and wandered in the 
wilderness of  Beer-sheba. When the water in the skin 
was gone, she cast the child under one of  the bushes. 
Then she went, and sat down over against him a good 
way off, about the distance of  a bowshot; for she said, 
“Let me not look upon the death of  the child.” And as
she sat over against him, the child lifted up his voice 
and wept. And God heard the voice of  the lad; and 
the angel of  God called to Hagar from heaven, and 
said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not; for 
God has heard the voice of  the lad where he is. Arise, 
lift up the lad, and hold him fast with your hand; for I 
will make him a great nation.” Then God opened her 
eyes, and she saw a well of  water; and she went, and 
filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink. 
And God was with the lad, and he grew up; he lived in
the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. 
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He lived in the wilderness of  Paran; and his mother 
took a wife for him from the land of  Egypt. 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, 
and they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples 
to him, and said to them, “I have compassion on the 
crowd, because they have been with me now three 
days, and have nothing to eat; and if  I send them away
hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way; and 
some of  them have come a long way.” And his 
disciples answered him, “How can one feed these men
with bread here in the desert?” And he asked them, 
“How many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven.” 
And he commanded the crowd to sit down on the 
ground; and he took the seven loaves, and having 
given thanks he broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to set before the people; and they set them 
before the crowd. And they had a few small fish; and 
having blessed them, he commanded that these also 
should be set before them. And they ate, and were 
satisfied; and they took up the broken pieces left over, 
seven baskets full. And there were about four 
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thousand people. And he sent them away; and 
immediately he got into the boat with his disciples, and
went to the district of  Dalmanu'tha.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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