
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 
land of  Mori'ah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering upon one of  the mountains of  which I shall 
tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his ass, and took two of  his young men with 
him, and his son Isaac; and he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of  
which God had told him. On the third day Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and saw the place afar off. Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
ass; I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and 
come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of  
the burnt offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he 
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went 
both of  them together. And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my 
son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood; but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham 
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said, “God will provide himself  the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So they went both of  them 
together. When they came to the place of  which God 
had told him, Abraham built an altar there, and laid 
the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid 
him on the altar, upon the wood. Then Abraham put 
forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. But 
the angel of  the LORD called to him from heaven, and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.”
He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad or do 
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 
by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, 
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of  his 
son. So Abraham called the name of  that place The 
LORD will provide; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of  the LORD it shall be provided.” And the 
angel of  the LORD called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven, and said, “By myself  I have sworn, says 
the LORD, because you have done this, and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless 
you, and I will multiply your descendants as the stars 
of  heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. 
And your descendants shall possess the gate of  their 
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enemies, and by your descendants shall all the nations 
of  the earth bless themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” So Abraham returned to his young 
men, and they arose and went together to Beer-sheba; 
and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. Now after these 
things it was told Abraham, “Behold, Milcah also has 
borne children to your brother Na'hor: Uz the first-
born, Buz his brother, Kemu'el the father of  A'ram, 
Che'sed, Ha'zo, Pil'dash, Jid'laph, and Bethu'el.” 
Bethu'el became the father of  Rebekah. These eight 
Milcah bore to Na'hor, Abraham’s brother. Moreover, 
his concubine, whose name was Reu'mah, bore Te'bah,
Ga'ham, Ta'hash, and Ma'acah.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
The Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus, 
seeking from him a sign from heaven, to test him. And
he sighed deeply in his spirit, and said, “Why does this 
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign 
shall be given to this generation.” And he left them, 
and getting into the boat again he departed to the 
other side. Now they had forgotten to bring bread; 
and they had only one loaf  with them in the boat. And
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he cautioned them, saying, “Take heed, beware of  the 
leaven of  the Pharisees and the leaven of  Herod.” 
And they discussed it with one another, saying, “We 
have no bread.” And being aware of  it, Jesus said to 
them, “Why do you discuss the fact that you have no 
bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and
having ears do you not hear? And do you not 
remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five 
thousand, how many baskets full of  broken pieces did 
you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” “And the 
seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of
broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, 
“Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet 
understand?” And they came to Beth-sa'ida. And some
people brought to him a blind man, and begged him 
to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand,
and led him out of  the village; and when he had spit 
on his eyes and laid his hands upon him, he asked him,
“Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I
see men; but they look like trees, walking.” Then again 
he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently 
and was restored, and saw everything clearly. And he 
sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not even enter
the village.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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