
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 4, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
“Ho, every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and 
he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. Why 
do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Hearken diligently to me, and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in fatness. Incline your ear, and 
come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will 
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, 
sure love for David. Behold, I made him a witness to 
the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
Behold, you shall call nations that you know not, and 
nations that knew you not shall run to you, because of
the LORD your God, and of  the Holy One of  Israel, 
for he has glorified you. Seek the LORD while he may 
be found, call upon him while he is near; let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have
mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
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neither are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven, and return not thither but water the 
earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be 
that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to 
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 
For you shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall break 
forth into singing, and all the trees of  the field shall 
clap their hands. Instead of  the thorn shall come up 
the cypress; instead of  the brier shall come up the 
myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for 
an everlasting sign which shall not be cut off.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of  
slavery. Now I, Paul, say to you that if  you receive 
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circumcision, Christ will be of  no advantage to you. I 
testify again to every man who receives circumcision 
that he is bound to keep the whole law. You are 
severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the
law; you have fallen away from grace. For through the 
Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope of  righteousness. 
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision is of  any avail, but faith working 
through love. You were running well; who hindered 
you from obeying the truth? This persuasion is not 
from him who calls you. A little leaven leavens the 
whole lump. I have confidence in the Lord that you 
will take no other view than mine; and he who is 
troubling you will bear his judgment, whoever he is. 
But if  I, brethren, still preach circumcision, why am I 
still persecuted? In that case the stumbling block of  
the cross has been removed. I wish those who unsettle
you would mutilate themselves! For you were called to 
freedom, brethren; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants
of  one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one 
word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But 
if  you bite and devour one another take heed that you 
are not consumed by one another.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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