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YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 6, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

La'ban    LAY-buhn 
Zil'pah    ZIL-puh 
Bil'hah    BIL-huh 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis 
So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they 
seemed to him but a few days because of the love he 
had for her. Then Jacob said to La'ban, “Give me my 
wife that I may go in to her, for my time is 
completed.” So La'ban gathered together all the men 
of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he 
took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and 
he went in to her. (La'ban gave his maid Zil'pah to his 
daughter Leah to be her maid.) And in the morning, 
behold, it was Leah; and Jacob said to La'ban, “What 
is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you 
for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” La'ban 
said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the 
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younger before the first-born. Complete the week of 
this one, and we will give you the other also in return 
for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and 
completed her week; then La'ban gave him his 
daughter Rachel to wife. (La'ban gave his maid Bil'hah 
to his daughter Rachel to be her maid.) So Jacob went 
in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than 
Leah, and served La'ban for another seven years. 
When the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened 
her womb; but Rachel was barren. And Leah 
conceived and bore a son, and she called his name 
Reuben; for she said, “Because the LORD has looked 
upon my affliction; surely now my husband will love 
me.” She conceived again and bore a son, and said, 
“Because the LORD has heard that I am hated, he has 
given me this son also”; and she called his name 
Simeon. Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, 
“Now this time my husband will be joined to me, 
because I have borne him three sons”; therefore his 
name was called Levi. And she conceived again and 
bore a son, and said, “This time I will praise the 
LORD”; therefore she called his name Judah; then she 
ceased bearing. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Again Jesus spoke to the scribes and Pharisees, saying, 
“I am the light of the world; he who follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
The Pharisees then said to him, “You are bearing 
witness to yourself; your testimony is not true.” Jesus 
answered, “Even if I do bear witness to myself, my 
testimony is true, for I know whence I have come and 
whither I am going, but you do not know whence I 
come or whither I am going. You judge according to 
the flesh, I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is true, for it is not I alone that judge, but I 
and he who sent me. In your law it is written that the 
testimony of two men is true; I bear witness to myself, 
and the Father who sent me bears witness to me.” 
They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” 
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father; 
if you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
And Jesus took his disciples and withdrew apart to a 
city called Beth-sa'ida. When the crowds learned it, 
they followed him; and he welcomed them and spoke 
to them of the kingdom of God, and cured those who 
had need of healing. Now the day began to wear away; 
and the twelve came and said to him, “Send the crowd 
away, to go into the villages and country round about, 
to lodge and get provisions; for we are here in a lonely 
place.” But he said to them, “You give them 
something to eat.” They said, “We have no more than 
five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy 
food for all these people.” For there were about five 
thousand men. And he said to his disciples, “Make 
them sit down in companies, about fifty each.” And 
they did so, and made them all sit down. And taking 
the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed and broke them, and gave them to 
the disciples to set before the crowd. And all ate and 
were satisfied. And they took up what was left over, 
twelve baskets of broken pieces. 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


