
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 6, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Now Jacob heard that the sons of  Laban were saying, 
“Jacob has taken all that was our father’s; and from 
what was our father’s he has gained all this wealth.” 
And Jacob saw that Laban did not regard him with 
favor as before. Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return
to the land of  your fathers and to your kindred, and I 
will be with you.” So Jacob sent and called Rachel and 
Leah into the field where his flock was, and said to 
them, “I see that your father does not regard me with 
favor as he did before. But the God of  my father has 
been with me. You know that I have served your 
father with all my strength; yet your father has cheated 
me and changed my wages ten times, but God did not 
permit him to harm me. If  he said, ‘The spotted shall 
be your wages,’ then all the flock bore spotted; and if  
he said, ‘The striped shall be your wages,’ then all the 
flock bore striped. Thus God has taken away the cattle
of  your father, and given them to me. In the mating 
season of  the flock I lifted up my eyes, and saw in a 
dream that the he-goats which leaped upon the flock 
were striped, spotted, and mottled. Then the angel of  
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God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here 
I am!’ And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and see, all the 
goats that leap upon the flock are striped, spotted, and
mottled; for I have seen all that Laban is doing to you. 
I am the God of  Bethel, where you anointed a pillar 
and made a vow to me. Now arise, go forth from this 
land, and return to the land of  your birth.’” Then 
Rachel and Leah answered him, “Is there any portion 
or inheritance left to us in our father’s house? Are we 
not regarded by him as foreigners? For he has sold us, 
and he has been using up the money given for us. All 
the property which God has taken away from our 
father belongs to us and to our children; now then, 
whatever God has said to you, do.” So Jacob arose, 
and set his sons and his wives on camels; and he drove
away all his cattle, all his livestock which he had 
gained, the cattle in his possession which he had 
acquired in Paddan-aram, to go to the land of  Canaan 
to his father Isaac. Laban had gone to shear his sheep, 
and Rachel stole her father’s household gods. And 
Jacob outwitted Laban the Aramean, in that he did not
tell him that he intended to flee. He fled with all that 
he had, and arose and crossed the Euphra'tes, and set 
his face toward the hill country of  Gilead. When it was
told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, he 
took his kinsmen with him and pursued him for seven 
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days and followed close after him into the hill country 
of  Gilead. But God came to Laban the Aramean in a 
dream by night, and said to him, “Take heed that you 
say not a word to Jacob, either good or bad.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
On the following day, when Jesus and his disciples 
came from Bethany, he was hungry. And seeing in the 
distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if  he could 
find anything on it. When he came to it, he found 
nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 
And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again.” And his disciples heard it. And they came to 
Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to 
drive out those who sold and those who bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of  the money-
changers and the seats of  those who sold pigeons; and
he would not allow any one to carry anything through 
the temple. And he taught, and said to them, “Is it not 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of  prayer 
for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of  
robbers.” And the chief  priests and the scribes heard it
and sought a way to destroy him; for they feared him, 
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because all the multitude was astonished at his 
teaching. And when evening came they went out of  
the city. As they passed by in the morning, they saw 
the fig tree withered away to its roots. And Peter 
remembered and said to him, “Master, look! The fig 
tree which you cursed has withered.” And Jesus 
answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly, I say to 
you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 
cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but 
believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be 
done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 
yours. And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if  you
have anything against any one; so that your Father also
who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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