
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 6, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of  Isaiah
Look down from heaven and see, from thy holy and 
glorious habitation.  Where are thy zeal and thy might?
The yearning of  thy heart and thy compassion are 
withheld from me.  For thou art our Father, though 
Abraham does not know us and Israel does not 
acknowledge us; thou, O LORD, art our Father, our 
Redeemer from of  old is thy name.  O LORD, why 
dost thou make us err from thy ways and harden our 
heart, so that we fear thee not?  Return for the sake of
thy servants, the tribes of  thy heritage.  Thy holy 
people possessed thy sanctuary a little while; our 
adversaries have trodden it down.  We have become 
like those over whom thou hast never ruled, like those 
who are not called by thy name.  O that thou wouldst 
rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains 
might quake at thy presence – as when fire kindles 
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil – to make
thy name known to thy adversaries, and that the 
nations might tremble at thy presence!  When thou 
didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou 
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camest down, the mountains quaked at thy presence.  
From of  old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides thee, who works for 
those who wait for him.  Thou meetest him that 
joyfully works righteousness, those that remember thee
in thy ways.  Behold, thou wast angry, and we sinned; 
in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be 
saved?  We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away.  There is no one that calls upon thy 
name, that bestirs himself  to take hold of  thee; for 
thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast delivered us 
into the hand of  our iniquities.  Yet, O LORD, thou art 
our Father; we are the clay, and thou art our potter; we
are all the work of  thy hand.  Be not exceedingly 
angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity for ever. 
Behold, consider, we are all thy people.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to Timothy 
The saying is sure: If  any one aspires to the office of  
bishop, he desires a noble task.  Now a bishop must be
above reproach, the husband of  one wife, temperate, 
sensible, dignified, hospitable, an apt teacher, no 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, and
no lover of  money.  He must manage his own 
household well, keeping his children submissive and 
respectful in every way; for if  a man does not know 
how to manage his own household, how can he care 
for God’s church?  He must not be a recent convert, 
or he may be puffed up with conceit and fall into the 
condemnation of  the devil; moreover he must be well 
thought of  by outsiders, or he may fall into reproach 
and the snare of  the devil.  Deacons likewise must be 
serious, not double-tongued, not addicted to much 
wine, not greedy for gain; they must hold the mystery 
of  the faith with a clear conscience.  And let them also
be tested first; then if  they prove themselves blameless
let them serve as deacons.  The women likewise must 
be serious, no slanderers, but temperate, faithful in all 
things.  Let deacons be the husband of  one wife, and 
let them manage their children and their households 
well; for those who serve well as deacons gain a good 
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standing for themselves and also great confidence in 
the faith which is in Christ Jesus.  I hope to come to 
you soon, but I am writing these instructions to you so
that, if  I am delayed, you may know how one ought to
behave in the household of  God, which is the church 
of  the living God, the pillar and bulwark of  the truth. 
Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of  our 
religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in 
the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations,
believed on in the world, taken up in glory.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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