
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 7, SATURDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
At the entrance of  the portals wisdom cried aloud: 
“The LORD created me at the beginning of  his work, 
the first of  his acts of  old. Ages ago I was set up, at 
the first, before the beginning of  the earth. When 
there were no depths I was brought forth, when there 
were no springs abounding with water. Before the 
mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was 
brought forth; before he had made the earth with its 
fields, or the first of  the dust of  the world. When he 
established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a 
circle on the face of  the deep, when he made firm the 
skies above, when he established the fountains of  the 
deep, when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the 
waters might not transgress his command, when he 
marked out the foundations of  the earth, then I was 
beside him, like a master workman; and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his 
inhabited world and delighting in the sons of  men. 
And now, my sons, listen to me: happy are those who 
keep my ways. Hear instruction and be wise, and do 
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not neglect it. Happy is the man who listens to me, 
watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors. 
For he who finds me finds life and obtains favor from 
the LORD; but he who misses me injures himself; all 
who hate me love death.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus opened his mouth and taught his disciples, 
saying, “Beware of  practicing your piety before men in
order to be seen by them; for then you will have no 
reward from your Father who is in heaven. Thus, 
when you give alms, sound no trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
that they may be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. And 
when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites; for
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at 
the street corners, that they may be seen by men. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But
when you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
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and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. And in 
praying do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles 
do; for they think that they will be heard for their 
many words. Do not be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him. Pray then 
like this: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; And forgive us our debts, As we also have 
forgiven our debtors; And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. For if  you forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; 
but if  you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses. And when you
fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by 
men. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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