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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Proverbs 
Wisdom has built her house, she has set up her seven 
pillars. She has slaughtered her beasts, she has mixed 
her wine, she has also set her table. She has sent out 
her maids to call from the highest places in the town, 
“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” To him 
who is without sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread 
and drink of the wine I have mixed. Leave simpleness, 
and live, and walk in the way of insight.” He who 
corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who 
reproves a wicked man incurs injury. Do not reprove a 
scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and 
he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and 
he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man and he will 
increase in learning. The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 
One is insight. For by me your days will be multiplied, 
and years will be added to your life. If you are wise, 
you are wise for yourself; if you scoff, you alone will 
bear it. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, 
where Laz'arus was, whom Jesus had raised from the 
dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served, 
and Laz'arus was one of those at table with him. Mary 
took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and 
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her 
hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the 
ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he 
who was to betray him), said, “Why was this ointment 
not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?” This he said, not that he cared for the poor but 
because he was a thief, and as he had the money box 
he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, “Let 
her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The 
poor you always have with you, but you do not always 
have me.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break 
forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD has 
comforted his people, and will have compassion on 
his afflicted. But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken 
me, my Lord has forgotten me.” “Can a woman forget 
her sucking child, that she should have no compassion 
on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I 
will not forget you.” 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


