
YEAR 1, EPIPHANY 8, SATURDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
With patience a ruler may be persuaded, and a soft 
tongue will break a bone.  If  you have found honey, 
eat only enough for you, lest you be sated with it and 
vomit it.  Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor’s 
house, lest he become weary of  you and hate you.  A 
man who bears false witness against his neighbor is 
like a war club, or a sword, or a sharp arrow.  Trust in a
faithless man in time of  trouble is like a bad tooth or a
foot that slips.  He who sings songs to a heavy heart is 
like one who takes off  a garment on a cold day, and 
like vinegar on a wound.  If  your enemy is hungry, 
give him bread to eat; and if  he is thirsty, give him 
water to drink; for you will heap coals of  fire on his 
head, and the LORD will reward you.  The north wind 
brings forth rain; and a backbiting tongue, angry looks.
It is better to live in a corner of  the housetop than in a
house shared with a contentious woman.  Like cold 
water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far 
country.  Like a muddied spring or a polluted fountain 
is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked.  
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It is not good to eat much honey, so be sparing of  
complimentary words.  A man without self-control is 
like a city broken into and left without walls. 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson.  The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus: said: “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then will I declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from me, you evildoers.’  Every one 
then who hears these words of  mine and does them 
will be like a wise man who built his house upon the 
rock; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat upon that house, but it did not 
fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  And 
every one who hears these words of  mine and does 
not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house upon the sand; and the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell; and great was the fall of  it.”  And when 
Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were
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astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
who had authority, and not as their scribes.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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