
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION, PALM SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zechari'ah
Thus says the Lord, “And on that day I will seek to 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
And I will pour out on the house of  David and the 
inhabitants of  Jerusalem a spirit of  compassion and 
supplication, so that, when they look on him whom 
they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, 
as one weeps over a first-born. On that day the 
mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the 
mourning for Ha'dadrim'mon in the plain of  
Megid'do. On that day there shall be a fountain 
opened for the house of  David and the inhabitants of  
Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.” 
“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the 
man who stands next to me,” says the LORD of  hosts. 
“Strike the shepherd, that the sheep may be scattered; 
I will turn my hand against the little ones. In the whole
land, says the LORD, two thirds shall be cut off  and 
perish, and one third shall be left alive. And I will put 
this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines 
YEAR 1, SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

ZECHARIAH 12:9–11, 13:1, 7–9; MATTHEW 21:12–17; MATTHEW 26:26–30



silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on 
my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are 
my people’; and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus entered the temple of  God and drove out all 
who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned
the tables of  the money-changers and the seats of  
those who sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is 
written, ‘My house shall be called a house of  prayer’; 
but you make it a den of  robbers.” And the blind and 
the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed 
them. But when the chief  priests and the scribes saw 
the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of  
David!” they were indignant; and they said to him, 
“Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said 
to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of  the mouth
of  babes and sucklings thou hast brought perfect 
praise’?” And leaving them, he went out of  the city to 
Bethany and lodged there.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and
broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, 
eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of  
it, all of  you; for this is my blood of  the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of  
sins. I tell you I shall not drink again of  this fruit of  
the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in 
my Father’s kingdom.” And when they had sung a 
hymn, they went out to the Mount of  Olives.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.

YEAR 1, SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

ZECHARIAH 12:9–11, 13:1, 7–9; MATTHEW 21:12–17; MATTHEW 26:26–30


