
YEAR1, WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK: EVENING PRAYER 
LAMENTATIONS 2:10–18; JOHN 12:37–50* 
 
WE READ JOHN 12:37–50, OMITTED BY THE LECTIONARY, TO HEAR ALL OF CHAPTER 12 DURING 

HOLY WEEK. 

YEAR 1, WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK:  
EVENING PRAYER 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah 
How the Lord in his anger has set the daughter of 
Zion under a cloud! He has cast down from heaven to 
earth the splendor of Israel; he has not remembered 
his footstool in the day of his anger. The Lord has 
destroyed without mercy all the habitations of Jacob; 
in his wrath he has broken down the strongholds of 
the daughter of Judah; he has brought down to the 
ground in dishonor the kingdom and its rulers. He has 
cut down in fierce anger all the might of Israel; he has 
withdrawn from them his right hand in the face of the 
enemy; he has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob, 
consuming all around. He has bent his bow like an 
enemy, with his right hand set like a foe; and he has 
slain all the pride of our eyes in the tent of the 
daughter of Zion; he has poured out his fury like fire. 
The Lord has become like an enemy, he has destroyed 
Israel; he has destroyed all its palaces, laid in ruins its 
strongholds; and he has multiplied in the daughter of 
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Judah mourning and lamentation. He has broken 
down his booth like that of a garden, laid in ruins the 
place of his appointed feasts; the LORD has brought to 
an end in Zion appointed feast and sabbath, and in his 
fierce indignation has spurned king and priest. The 
Lord has scorned his altar, disowned his sanctuary; he 
has delivered into the hand of the enemy the walls of 
her palaces; a clamor was raised in the house of the 
LORD as on the day of an appointed feast. The LORD 
determined to lay in ruins the wall of the daughter of 
Zion; he marked it off by the line; he restrained not his 
hand from destroying; he caused rampart and wall to 
lament, they languish together. Her gates have sunk 
into the ground; he has ruined and broken her bars; 
her king and princes are among the nations; the law is 
no more, and her prophets obtain no vision from the 
LORD. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Though Jesus had done so many signs before the 
disciples, yet they did not believe in him; it was that 
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the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed our report, and to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 
Therefore they could not believe. For Isaiah again said, 
“He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, 
lest they should see with their eyes and perceive with 
their heart, and turn for me to heal them.” Isaiah said 
this because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 
Nevertheless many even of the authorities believed in 
him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess 
it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: for 
they loved the praise of men more than the praise of 
God. And Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes 
in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. 
And he who sees me sees him who sent me. I have 
come as light into the world, that whoever believes in 
me may not remain in darkness. If any one hears my 
sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; 
for I did not come to judge the world but to save the 
world. He who rejects me and does not receive my 
sayings has a judge; the word that I have spoken will 
be his judge on the last day. For I have not spoken on 
my own authority; the Father who sent me has himself 
given me commandment what to say and what to 
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speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal 
life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has 
bidden me.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 


