
YEAR 1, MAUNDY THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived; 
thou art stronger than I, and thou hast prevailed. I 
have become a laughingstock all the day; every one 
mocks me. For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, 
“Violence and destruction!” For the word of  the 
LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all 
day long. If  I say, “I will not mention him, or speak 
any more in his name,” there is in my heart as it were a
burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with
holding it in, and I cannot. For I hear many 
whispering. Terror is on every side! “Denounce him! 
Let us denounce him!” say all my familiar friends, 
watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived, 
then we can overcome him, and take our revenge on 
him.” But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; 
therefore my persecutors will stumble, they will not 
overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they 
will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be 
forgotten.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Therefore, my beloved, shun the worship of  idols. I 
speak as to sensible men; judge for yourselves what I 
say. The cup of  blessing which we bless, is it not a 
participation in the blood of  Christ? The bread which 
we break, is it not a participation in the body of  
Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many 
are one body, for we all partake of  the one bread. 
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup 
of  the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of  
profaning the body and blood of  the Lord. Let a man 
examine himself, and so eat of  the bread and drink of  
the cup. For any one who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon 
himself. That is why many of  you are weak and ill, and
some have died. But if  we judged ourselves truly, we 
should not be judged. But when we are judged by the 
Lord, we are chastened so that we may not be 
condemned along with the world.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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