
YEAR 1, LENT 1, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Daniel
I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by 
prayer and supplications with fasting and sackcloth 
and ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God and made 
confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and terrible 
God, who keepest covenant and steadfast love with 
those who love him and keep his commandments, we 
have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and 
rebelled, turning aside from thy commandments and 
ordinances; we have not listened to thy servants the 
prophets, who spoke in thy name to our kings, our 
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of  the 
land. To thee, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to 
us confusion of  face, as at this day, to the men of  
Judah, to the inhabitants of  Jerusalem, and to all 
Israel, those that are near and those that are far away, 
in all the lands to which thou hast driven them, 
because of  the treachery which they have committed 
against thee. To us, O Lord, belongs confusion of  
face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 
because we have sinned against thee. To the Lord our 
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God belong mercy and forgiveness; because we have 
rebelled against him, and have not obeyed the voice of
the LORD our God by following his laws, which he set 
before us by his servants the prophets.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and 
people came and said to Jesus, “Why do John’s 
disciples and the disciples of  the Pharisees fast, but 
your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them, 
“Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is 
with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with 
them, they cannot fast. The days will come, when the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they 
will fast in that day. No one sews a piece of  unshrunk 
cloth on an old garment; if  he does, the patch tears 
away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is
made. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; 
if  he does, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine 
is lost, and so are the skins; but new wine is for fresh 
skins.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
God has made us competent to be ministers of  a new 
covenant, not in a written code but in the Spirit; for 
the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now if  
the dispensation of  death, carved in letters on stone, 
came with such splendor that the Israelites could not 
look at Moses’ face because of  its brightness, fading as
this was, will not the dispensation of  the Spirit be 
attended with greater splendor? For if  there was 
splendor in the dispensation of  condemnation, the 
dispensation of  righteousness must far exceed it in 
splendor. Indeed, in this case, what once had splendor 
has come to have no splendor at all, because of  the 
splendor that surpasses it. For if  what faded away 
came with splendor, what is permanent must have 
much more splendor. Since we have such a hope, we 
are very bold, not like Moses, who put a veil over his 
face so that the Israelites might not see the end of  the 
fading splendor. But their minds were hardened; for to
this day, when they read the old covenant, that same 
veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it 
taken away. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a 
veil lies over their minds; but when a man turns to the 
Lord the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
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and where the Spirit of  the Lord is, there is freedom. 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of  
the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one
degree of  glory to another; for this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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