
YEAR 1, LENT 1, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
GENESIS 39:1–23; JOHN 3:16–21 
 
WE CHOOSE TO PUNCTUATE THE APPOINTED PASSAGE FROM JOHN FOLLOWING THE NRSV. 

YEAR 1, LENT 1, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Pot'i-phar   PAHT-uh-far 
Ish'maelites   ISH-may-el-ights 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Genesis 
Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Pot'i-phar, 
an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an 
Egyptian, bought him from the Ish'maelites who had 
brought him down there. The LORD was with Joseph, 
and he became a successful man; and he was in the 
house of his master the Egyptian, and his master saw 
that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD 
caused all that he did to prosper in his hands. So 
Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and 
he made him overseer of his house and put him in 
charge of all that he had. From the time that he made 
him overseer in his house and over all that he had the 
LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; 
the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had, in 
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house and field. So he left all that he had in Joseph’s 
charge; and having him he had no concern for 
anything but the food which he ate. Now Joseph was 
handsome and good-looking. And after a time his 
master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph, and said, “Lie 
with me.” But he refused and said to his master’s wife, 
“Lo, having me my master has no concern about 
anything in the house, and he has put everything that 
he has in my hand; he is not greater in this house than 
I am; nor has he kept back anything from me except 
yourself, because you are his wife; how then can I do 
this great wickedness, and sin against God?” And 
although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would 
not listen to her, to lie with her or to be with her. But 
one day, when he went into the house to do his work 
and none of the men of the house was there in the 
house, she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie 
with me.” But he left his garment in her hand, and fled 
and got out of the house. And when she saw that he 
had left his garment in her hand, and had fled out of 
the house, she called to the men of her household and 
said to them, “See, he has brought among us a 
Hebrew to insult us; he came in to me to lie with me, 
and I cried out with a loud voice; and when he heard 
that I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment 
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with me, and fled and got out of the house.” Then she 
laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 
and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew 
servant, whom you have brought among us, came in 
to me to insult me; but as soon as I lifted up my voice 
and cried, he left his garment with me, and fled out of 
the house.” When his master heard the words which 
his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant 
treated me,” his anger was kindled. And Joseph’s 
master took him and put him into the prison, the place 
where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was 
there in prison. But the LORD was with Joseph and 
showed him steadfast love, and gave him favor in the 
sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of 
the prison committed to Joseph’s care all the prisoners 
who were in the prison; and whatever was done there, 
he was the doer of it; the keeper of the prison paid no 
heed to anything that was in Joseph’s care, because the 
LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD 
made it prosper. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to John 
Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into 
the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through him. He who believes 
in him is not condemned; he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. For every one who does evil hates the 
light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. But he who does what is true 
comes to the light, that it may be clearly seen that his 
deeds have been wrought in God.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


