YEAR 1, LENT 1, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Genesis

After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was
standing by the Nile, and behold, there came up out of
the Nile seven cows sleek and fat, and they fed in the
reed grass. And behold, seven other cows, gaunt and
thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by
the other cows on the bank of the Nile. And the gaunt
and thin cows ate up the seven sleek and fat cows.
And Pharaoh awoke. And he fell asleep and dreamed a
second time; and behold, seven ears of grain, plump
and good, were growing on one stalk. And behold,
after them sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted by
the east wind. And the thin ears swallowed up the
seven plump and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and
behold, it was a dream. So in the morning his spirit
was troubled; and he sent and called for all the
magicians of Egypt and all its wise men; and Pharaoh
told them his dream, but there was none who could
interpret it to Pharaoh. Then the chief butler said to
Pharaoh, “I remember my faults today. When Pharaoh
was angry with his servants, and put me and the chief
baker in custody in the house of the captain of the
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guard, we dreamed on the same night, he and I, each
having a dream with its own meaning. A young
Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of
the guard; and when we told him, he interpreted our
dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man
according to his dream. And as he interpreted to us, so
it came to pass; I was restored to my office, and the
baker was hanged.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Sy'char SIGH-kar
Jude'a juu-DEE-uh

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Now when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had
heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more
disciples than John (although Jesus himself did not
baptize, but only his disciples), he left Jude'a and
departed again to Galilee. He had to pass through

Samar'ia. So he came to a city of Samar'ia, called
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Sy'char, near the field that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as
he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It
was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of
Samar'ia to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” For his disciples had gone away into the city to
buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 1s
it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of
Samar'ia?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and
who it 1s that 1s saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you
would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do
you get that living water? Are you greater than our
father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it
himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to her,
“Every one who drinks of this water will thirst again,
but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him
will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water,
that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus
said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”
The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
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husband’; for you have had five husbands, and he
whom you now have is not your husband; this you
said truly.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive
that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain; and you say that in Jerusalem 1s the place
where men ought to worship.” Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship
the Father. You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
But the hour is coming, and now 1s, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know
that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when
he comes, he will show us all things.” Jesus said to her
“I who speak to you am he.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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