
YEAR 1, LENT 3, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Judah went up to Joseph and said, “O my lord, let your
servant, I pray you, speak a word in my lord’s ears, and
let not your anger burn against your servant; for you 
are like Pharaoh himself. My lord asked his servants, 
saying, ‘Have you a father, or a brother?’ And we said 
to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and a young
brother, the child of  his old age; and his brother is 
dead, and he alone is left of  his mother’s children; and 
his father loves him.’ Then you said to your servants, 
‘Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes upon 
him.’ We said to my lord, ‘The lad cannot leave his 
father, for if  he should leave his father, his father 
would die.’ Then you said to your servants, ‘Unless 
your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall
see my face no more.’ When we went back to your 
servant my father we told him the words of  my lord. 
And when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little 
food,’ we said, ‘We cannot go down. If  our youngest 
brother goes with us, then we will go down; for we 
cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother 
is with us.’ Then your servant my father said to us, 
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‘You know that my wife bore me two sons; one left 
me, and I said, Surely he has been torn to pieces; and I
have never seen him since. If  you take this one also 
from me, and harm befalls him, you will bring down 
my gray hairs in sorrow to Sheol.’ Now therefore, 
when I come to your servant my father, and the lad is 
not with us, then, as his life is bound up in the lad’s 
life, when he sees that the lad is not with us, he will 
die; and your servants will bring down the gray hairs 
of  your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. For 
your servant became surety for the lad to my father, 
saying, ‘If  I do not bring him back to you, then I shall 
bear the blame in the sight of  my father all my life.’ 
Now therefore, let your servant, I pray you, remain 
instead of  the lad as a slave to my lord; and let the lad 
go back with his brothers. For how can I go back to 
my father if  the lad is not with me? I fear to see the 
evil that would come upon my father.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
About the middle of  the feast of  Tabernacles Jesus 
went up into the temple and taught. The Jews 
marveled at it, saying, “How is it that this man has 
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learning, when he has never studied?” So Jesus 
answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who
sent me; if  any man’s will is to do his will, he shall 
know whether the teaching is from God or whether I 
am speaking on my own authority. He who speaks on 
his own authority seeks his own glory; but he who 
seeks the glory of  him who sent him is true, and in 
him there is no falsehood. Did not Moses give you the
law? Yet none of  you keeps the law. Why do you seek 
to kill me?” The people answered, “You have a 
demon! Who is seeking to kill you?” Jesus answered 
them, “I did one deed, and you all marvel at it. Moses 
gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but 
from the fathers), and you circumcise a man upon the 
sabbath. If  on the sabbath a man receives 
circumcision, so that the law of  Moses may not be 
broken, are you angry with me because on the sabbath
I made a man’s whole body well? Do not judge by 
appearances, but judge with right judgment.” Some of  
the people of  Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the
man whom they seek to kill? And here he is, speaking 
openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the 
authorities really know that this is the Christ? Yet we 
know where this man comes from; and when the 
Christ appears, no one will know where he comes 
from.” So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple,
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“You know me, and you know where I come from? 
But I have not come of  my own accord; he who sent 
me is true, and him you do not know. I know him, for 
I come from him, and he sent me.” So they sought to 
arrest him; but no one laid hands on him, because his 
hour had not yet come. Yet many of  the people 
believed in him; they said, “When the Christ appears, 
will he do more signs than this man has done?” The 
Pharisees heard the crowd thus muttering about him, 
and the chief  priests and Pharisees sent officers to 
arrest him. Jesus then said, “I shall be with you a little 
longer, and then I go to him who sent me; you will 
seek me and you will not find me; where I am you 
cannot come.” The Jews said to one another, “Where 
does this man intend to go that we shall not find him? 
Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the 
Greeks and teach the Greeks? What does he mean by 
saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ 
and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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