
YEAR 1, LENT 3, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Joseph could not control himself  before all those who 
stood by him; and he cried, “Make every one go out 
from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph 
made himself  known to his brothers. And he wept 
aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the 
household of  Pharaoh heard it. And Joseph said to his
brothers, “I am Joseph; is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, for they were 
dismayed at his presence. So Joseph said to his 
brothers, “Come near to me, I pray you.” And they 
came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold 
me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 
For the famine has been in the land these two years; 
and there are yet five years in which there will be 
neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 
keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you 
who sent me here, but God; and he has made me a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of  all his house and ruler 
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over all the land of  Egypt. Make haste and go up to 
my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, 
God has made me lord of  all Egypt; come down to 
me, do not tarry; you shall dwell in the land of  
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children’s children, and your flocks, 
your herds, and all that you have; and there I will 
provide for you, for there are yet five years of  famine 
to come; lest you and your household, and all that you 
have, come to poverty.’ And now your eyes see, and 
the eyes of  my brother Benjamin see, that it is my 
mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father of  
all my splendor in Egypt, and of  all that you have 
seen. Make haste and bring my father down here.” 
Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after 
that his brothers talked with him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
On the last day of  the feast of  Tabernacles, the great 
day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If  any one thirst,
let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, 
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as the scripture has said, ‘Out of  his heart shall flow 
rivers of  living water.’” Now this he said about the 
Spirit, which those who believed in him were to 
receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard 
these words, some of  the people said, “This is really 
the prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But 
some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has 
not the scripture said that the Christ is descended 
from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village 
where David was?” So there was a division among the 
people over him. Some of  them wanted to arrest him, 
but no one laid hands on him. The officers then went 
back to the chief  priests and Pharisees, who said to 
them, “Why did you not bring him?” The officers 
answered, “No man ever spoke like this man!” The 
Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you 
also? Have any of  the authorities or of  the Pharisees 
believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the
law, are accursed.” Nicode'mus, who had gone to him 
before, and who was one of  them, said to them, 
“Does our law judge a man without first giving him a 
hearing and learning what he does?” They replied, 
“Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see 
that no prophet is to rise from Galilee.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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